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The Veterinary Profession 
in South Africa. 


(3) Professional Veterinary Medical 
Societies. 


(a) Transvaal Veterinary Medical Association.* 
(Inaugural Meeting, February 16th, 1903.) 


By Dr, H. H. Curson, F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Research 
Laboratories, P.O., Onderstepoort, near Pretoria. 


INTRODUCTION, 

It is to be regretted that, although ten years have elapsed 
since the Transvaal Veterinary Medical Association ceased 
to exist, no account of its activities has been written. 
This, in spite of the loss of all records during the Great 
War, would not have been difficult, for owing to the fore- 
sight of several secretaries, especially Messrs. Chalmers, 
Bush and Conacher, reports of most of the general meetings 
were published in the Veterinary Record. 

Within three months of the appointment of the first 
veterinarians of the Civil Veterinary Division (Department 
of Agriculture) a meeting, the inaugural, was held at 
Long’s Hotel, Johannesburg, on February 16th, 1903, with 
the object of forming an association. Among those present 
were Messrs. D. Hutcheon (C.V.S. Cape Colony), A. 
Theiler (Government Veterinary Bacteriologist), F.C. 
Gavin and J. Peddie (Johannesburg Municipality), J. R. R. 
Hamilton (Repatriation Department), E. Kellett (Veteri- 
narian to the Transvaal Town Police), and J. K. Pilkington 
and J. M. Robinson (private practitioners). The A.V.D. 
Was represented by Lieut. R. C. Cochrane who, a week 
later, was seconded to the Transvaal C.V.D., and the 
S.A.C. by Captains Irvine-Smith (Acting P.V.O.), Tate, 
Christy, and Bell and Lieut. H. O. Oliver. Letters wish- 
ing the movement every success were read from Messrs. 
S. B. Woollatt (P.V.S., Natal), J. Fairclough! and the 
following: A.V.D., Major Richardson and Lieutenants 
Allen and Lane; $.4.C. Messrs. Joyce, Edwards, Hodder, 


* The complete article was published in Journal 
S.A.V.M.A., IL (1), 3-22. 

Other articles of this series have appeared as follows :— 

(1) The Repatriation Departments and their Veterinary 
Organisation. Vet, Rec., September 27th, 1930. 

(2) The Struggle for Legal Recognition. Vet. Rec., 
February 14th, 1931. 

See also ‘‘ Some Pioneers of the Veterinary Profession in 
South Africa.” Jl, R.A.V.C., February, 1931. 

IMr. Fairclough, who served as a C.V.S./A.V.D. during 
the Boer War, apparently remained in Johannesburg for 
some time afterwards. 
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Garraway and Runciman; C.V.D., Messrs. Chalmers, 
H. M. Webb, Sturge, Pollard and Walker; Repatriation 
Department, Messrs. Jackson and Dunning. 

Messrs. Irvine-Smith, Pilkington and Bell were elected 
President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer respectively, 
and a committee, consisting of Messrs. Gavin, Peddie and 
Kellett, was appointed to draw up the bye-laws, which, 
incidentally, were published in booklet form the same year 
along with the names of all members. It was decided to 
liold meetings every quarter, which plan was carried out 
until midwinter, 1911. 

Until June, 1908, the place of meeting was generally 
Johannesburg, since at that time there were more private 
practitioners in that town than in the rest of South Africa. 
Subsequently the meetings, quarterly until July, 1911, were 
held alternately in Johannesburg (June and December) and 
Pretoria (March and September). The winter general 
meeting was referred to as the annual meeting, at’ which 
the election of office-bearers took place. As time went 
on, however, the centre of the profession moved (owing 
not only to increased importance of Onderstepoort, but 
also to apathy of private practitioners) to Pretoria. 

At the 31st Quarterly Meeting it was agreed that from 
the winter of 1911 only annual mectings of longer duration 
should be held, and that Johannesburg and Pretoria should 
be alternately the venue. Further, the P.V.O. (Union) and 
the Director of Veterinary Research, realising the advantage 
of such an assembly annually, arranged with the authorities 
that veterinarians who could be spared should attend these 
gatherings at government expense. As a_ result, more 
scientific papers were read and an improvement in attend- 
ance followed. 

When necessary, special general meetings were held, viz. : 
(a) At the official opening of the Veterinary Research 
Laboratories, Onderstepoort, ,in January, 1909, when the 
question of a central federated veterinary association for 
South Africa was discussed; (b) on October 20th, 1917, 
to consider the definition of ‘ veterinary surgeon "in 
Administrator’s Notice 259/1917; (c) on February 28th, 
1918, to receive the report of the Committee appointed 
to interview the Administrator; (d) on April 10th, 1918, 
to hear the grievances of Major S. E. Johnston who, 
although having taken no leave for 12 years, was refused 
permission by the Departments of Agriculture and Defence 
to serve in a military capacity. 

At the last general meeting of the T.V.M.A. the principle 
was accepted that two annual gatherings should be held, 
a business meeting at Johannesburg during the Easter 
Show chiefly for the benefit of private practitioners, and 
the usual scientific meeting at Pretoria chiefly for state 


veterinarians in the spring.? 


2This arrangement has been adopted by the S.A.V.M.A., 
but it has made little or no difference to improved attend- 
ance by private practitioners, 
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A Central Veterinary Association for South Africa. 


Towards the end of 1908 it was felt by the T.V.M.A. 
that some form of central control of veterinary interests 
in South Africa was desirable, and it was accordingly 
arranged that on the occasion of the official opening 
of the Onderstepoort Laboratories (when veterinarians 
would be present from all colonies) a special general meeting 
should be held to discuss the formation of a Central 
Federated V.M.A. ‘‘ for the whole of South Africa3."’ No 
records exist of the proceedings. 

Just at this time (January, 1909), however, the Third 
Pen-African Veterinary Conference had met in Pretoria, 
and Dr. Theiler, no doubt struck by the influence which a 
a Pan-African body could exert, favoured the inclusion 
of other territories such as the Belgian Congo and even 
Egypt, his chief object apparently being the production 
of a journal devoted to tropical veterinary science.4 In 
this way the original object of a purely South African 
V.M.A. later became a Federated African Veterinary 
Association, and correspondence was carried out with ten 
non-South African territories with, however, no result. 

A return to the original scheme was agreed to on 
March 26th, 1910, by which time the recommendations of 
a Sub-Committee had already been adopted (January 31st, 
1910). | The recommendationsta were: (a) The central 
association to be the S.A.V.M.A., which should meet once 
every third year alternately in the various territories where 
veterinary associations exist. 

(b) The S.A.V.M.A. should consist of the T.V.M.A., 
Cape V.M.S., N.V.M.A., and ‘* members of the profession 
who are not members of any of the present Associations 
but who wish to join the S.A.V.M.A.”’ 

(c) If the various colonial associations agreed, then a 
meeting of delegates was to be called. 

It is recorded that the Cape V.M.S. approved ‘“ of 
amalgamating the societies in the British South African 
States into a federated British Society prior to forming 
a federated African association5,’’ and that the Natal 
V.M.A. was also ‘in favour of the scheme proposed by 
the Transvaal Society.6 Notwithstanding general agreement 
nothing was done to foster the movement, for owing to 
Union and the consequent rearrangement of staff, there 
was little or no enthusiasm in veterinary affairs, 

It was not until the general meeting of July, 1919, that 
the matter was revived, Mr. Gray, the Principal Veterinary 
Officer, pointing out that the members of the T.V.M.A. 
were drawn from all the Provinces, and that he considered 
the Transvaal society should make way for a central body. 
The principle was thereupon agreed to and at the subsequent 
general meeting of April Ist, 1920 (inauguration of South 
African Veterinary Association) the following resolution 
was carried unanimously: ‘* That the T.V.M.A. sacrifice 


3A similar movement was in progress in Great Britain 
at this period, although the National V.M.A. itself was 
established as far back as 1882 (letter, June 24th, 1930, 
F. Knight). 

4From 1906 a quarterly journal of Tropical Veterinary 
Science was published in India, but unfortunately its exist- 
ence was brief. 


4aVet. Rec., April 15th, 1911, p. 674. 
5Vet. Rec., July 2nd, 1910, p. 8. 
6Vet, Rec., September 2nd, 1911, p. 153. 


its identity, handing over all funds at its disposal to the 
new S.A.V.A., with whom all members of the T.V.M.A. 
shall become affiliated, and that the existing officers of 
the T.V.M.A. shall become for the time being officers of 
the S.A.V.A.” 

Just at this time (May, 1920) the veterinarians of 
Southern Rhodesia decided to form a Veterinary Associa- 
tion, “ but there was no objection to members .. . 
becoming individual members of the S.A.V.A. should they 
desire to do so.’? The members of the profession in 
South-West Africa Protectorate (formerly German South- 
West Africa), however, threw in their lot with the Union 
of South Africa, with the result that there now exists a 
strong non-federated National Association of veterinarians 
south of the Cunene and Limpopo rivers.8 


Legislation. 


The following measures are of interest in connection 
with the T.V.M.A, :— 

(a) Ordinance 56/1903. On September 14th, 1903, it 
was agreed that the Association ‘‘ should be registered 
under Ordinance No, 56 of 1903, which deals with the 
incorporation of societies.’’ Since the Registrar of Com- 
panies, Pretoria, was not informed when the T.V.M.A. 
ceased to exist, it still remains on the Register.9. 

(b) Stock Diseases Act, 14/1911. This consolidated 
former colonial legislation. On June 26th, 1909, the 
Department of Agriculture was requested to supply private 
practitioners with “ all stock regulations in order that they 
may be able to assist the Government in locating scheduled 
diseases.10 The P.V.S. Transvaal naturally agreed. 

(c) Provincial Ordinance, 9/1912. (Local Government 
Ordinance). Under this, Colonel Irvine-Smith, acting on 
behalf of the T.V.M.A., succeeded in getting veterinarians 
approved in regard to meat inspection (Section 191). 

(d) In connection with Municipal Pound _ regulations 
(formulated under Ord. 9/12), Administrator’s Notice 259 
dated August 15th, 1917 (Prov. Gaz., August 22nd, 1917) 
gave a definition of ‘* veterinary surgeon ’’ not to the satis- 
faction of the profession. Colonel Irvine-Smith protestéd 
at once, although the Acting P.V.O. (Union) ‘ whilst 
agreeing (Min. September 3rd, 1917) . . . . from a pro- 
fessional point of view the definition . .. . is not desirable,”’ 
yet officially considered ‘* the definition used is really the 
only one that can be used.’ Actually it would appear 
that the term ‘‘ veterinary surgeon ’’ was not permissible 


7Vet, Rec., March 12th, 1921. The S.R.V.M.A. desired 
** to become a branch or be affiliated to the S.A.V.A.,”’ but 
for some unaccountable reason letters dated May 17th, 
1920, August 7th, 1920 and November 26th, 1920 to the 
Hon. Secretary, S.A.V.A., were not answered. 


8Credit for this is for the most part due to Mr. D. T. 
Mitchell, Hon. Secretary, T.V.M.A., October, 1918-March, 
1920, and of the S.A.V.A. April, 1920—March, 1921. As 
time goes on, there will no doubt arise provincial branches 
of the S.A.V.M.A. 

9See File 2020, Registrar of Companies, New Government 
Buildings, Pretoria. 

10See Government Notice 619 of 1909 (Gaz., June 4th, 
1909) regarding Stock Disease Regulations. 

At the time the P.V.O. (C. E. Gray) was in German 
East Africa on rinderpest duty. In point of fact the 
definition of ** Government Veterinary Officer ’’ in the Stock 
Diseases regulations requires amendment. 
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in that it was not authorised by Act 14/1911. Finally, 
however, as the result of a deputation decided upon at 
the meeting of October 20th, 191712 the definition was 
deleted. 

(e) Public Health Act, 36/1919. Under this (Section 115) 
veterinary rights with regard to meat inspection were 
secured by Colonel Irvine-Smith, who appeared before the 
Select Committee of Senate on behalf of the Association. 
Unfortunately, no provision was made for veterinary repre- 
sentation on the Public Health Council ‘‘ but that owing 
to the constitution of the Council this might still be 
rectified.’”’ This hope was expressed at the July, 1919, 
meeting of the T.V.M.A., and although eleven years have 
elapsed, nothing has been done in the matter (July, 1930). 


Defence of Professional Interests. 


Military.—(a) As far back as August, 1903, the T.V.M.A, 
made representations to the War Office that compound 
rank for veterinary officers should be abolished, otherwise 
it ** shall endeavour to persuade the younger members not 
to enter the Army (letter August 13th, 1903).’" On 
October 5th, 1903, a warrant was signed by the King 
‘* conferring non-compound rank on all serving officers of 
the A.V.D.,’’ as well as other rights.13 It is noteworthy 
that compound rank existed in the Transvaal Volunteers 
until Union! 

(b) At the meeting of October 20th, 1917, the Association 
urged members ‘‘ to offer their services . . . . for duty 
overseas in the A.V.C.,” on account of the shortage of 
veterinary officers in Europe. A few months later, when 
three members, wishing to proceed overseas on leave, were 
not allowed to do so, a deputation interviewed the P.V.O. 
(C. E. Gray) with apparently good results. 

Private Practitioners.—Whereas previous to Easter, 1909, 
private practitioners had officiated at the Rand Show, in 
1909 the Witwatersrand Agricultural Society obtained the 
services of state and municipal veterinarians. As a_ result 
of representations by the T.V.M.A. it was agreed that the 
Association should nominate certain private practitioners 
to be in attendance at subsequent shows. It may be added 
that certain members of the T.V.M.A., e.g., Colonel Irvine- 
Smith and Major Gavin, have been of great assistance to 
the Witwatersrand Agricultural Society, even serving on the 
Council.14 

(c) State Veterinarians.—In February, 1918, it was con- 
sidered that the Association should take action regarding 
the grievances of state veterinarians, in that a Public 
Service Grievance Commission was shortly to be appointed.. 
It was felt that a reorganisation of the Department of 
Agriculture, with amalgamation of the sheep, dairy and 
both veterinary divisions under a veterinary director, was 
necessary. Further, that a re-grading of salaries, the 
suggested scale being £500 (February, 1918) to £800 
(August, 1918), was essential. A deputation was arranged 
by Council in March, 1919, when word had been received 


12At the same meeting, Council (T.V.M.A.) was instructed 
“to keep closely in touch with all draft legislation which 
may affect the veterinary profession.” 

13Smirn, F. (1927). ‘‘A History of the R.A.V.C.”" p. 209. 
Bailliére, Tindall & Cox, London. Compound rank at no 
time existed in the Natal Veterinary Corps. 

MThe S.A.V.M.A, has also been compelled to take action 
regarding veterinary inspection at the Rand Show, 
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that such would be received; but it was not until March 
25th, 1920, that an interview took place. Although the 
T.V.M.A. had now ceased to exist, for the sake of com- 
pleteness the details are incorporated here. A combined 
deputation representating both state veterinarians and the 
S.A.V.A. presented the following petitions!) ;— 


(1) Regrading of salaries, the scale for a G.V.O. or 
V.R.O. being £500 x 25—600 x 40—800, plus quarters or 
an allowance in lieu thereof (Colonel Irvine-Smith). 

(2) Recognition of degrees and experience in fixing the 
notch at which an officer should commence (Professor P. R. 
Viljoen). 

(3) Reorganisation of Veterinary Department, the head to 
be responsible direct to the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. 
I. C. Gavin). 

(4) Veterinary officials to retire at 50 years of agel6é 
(Mr. A. Grist). 

(5) Veterinary representation on Public Health Council 
(Mr. C. E. Gray). 

(6) Need for Veterinarians Act (Mr. W. M. Power). 


Miscellaneous Items. 


Falling under no particular heading, but worthy of record, 
are the following :— 

(1) As far back as March, 1906, the advantage of a 
library in connection with the Association was recognised, 
Mr. Chalmers’ suggestion being supported by his colleagues. 
A scheme was to be submitted at the June meeting, but 
unfortunately nothing came of it.17 

(2) In 1909 the farriers of Johannesburg petitioned the 
Municipality to make provision for registration, The com- 
munication was forwarded to the T.V.M.A. for an 
expression of opinion, but apart from a_ definition of 
‘“* farrier ’? given by Mr. Christy the reply is not on record. 
The definition referred to was that a farrier is ‘‘ a man 
capable of making, fitting and nailing on a shoe and 
possessing a knowledge of anatomy of the foot to the 
satisfaction of the Examining Board (June 26th, 1909)."’ 

We learn from the minutes of the Cape V.M. Society 
(May, 1910, meeting) that the farriers of Durban also 
wished to approach the Natal Legislature to make pro- 
vision for examination or registration before being allowed 
to practise. Copies of this" petition were sent by the 
N.V.M.A. to the other South African Veterinary Associa- 
tions, their replies being that it was premature to take 
this step (Cape) and in the case of the T.V.M.A, that the 
information supplied to Johannesburg Municipality (which 
is not known) was being forwarded (Vet. ‘Rec., July 23rd, 
1910). 

(3) In December, 1909, the Association also investigated 


I5See Minutes of Inaugural Meeting, S.A.V.A., April 1st, 
1920. 

l6According to Sub-section 3, Section 30, Act 29/12 
(Public Service and Pensions Act, 1912) certain officials 
‘“ continuously occupied for at least ten years ’’ before 
retirement in certain state institutions (leper and lunacy, 
cte.) are entitled to retire at 50 years with five years added 
for pension. 

7The want of such a convenience to the S.A.V.M.A. is 
a great handicap to its activities, but thanks to the Director 
Veterinary Services (Dr. P. J. du Toit) it is believed 
arrangements can be made when the new Library at 
Onderstepoort is built at the end of 1930. 
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two cases of alleged breach of professional etiquette which 
had been referred to a general meeting by the Council. 

(4) At the end of 1919 the Krugersdorp Municipality 
replaced their veterinarian (Mr. G. Kellett) by a layman, 
the reason stated being that he resided without the Muni- 
cipality, but that ‘* should at a later date a certificated 
veterinary surgeon take up his residence in this town, 
then the Council will be prepared to reconsider the matter" 
(Letter, February 27th, 1920, File 508/26966/20, in reply 
to representations made by the T.V.M.A.).18 


Records of T.V.M.A. 

It has been explained above that all records of the 
Association were lost during the Great War. It would 
appear that on Major G. W. Lee’s!® departure for German 
South*West Africa in 1914, he handed over all papers 
to the Senior Veterinary Officer, Transvaal, Mr, J. M. 
Christy. In 1916 when Mr. Christy fell ill, his wife and 
lawyer removed his private belongings from the office of 
the Senior Veterinary Officer. Among these apparently 
were the T.V.M.A, files, and their value not being realised, 
resulted in the papers being mislaid or even destroyed. 
Were it not for the reports of the quarterly meetings in 
the Veterinary Record it would have, been impossible to 
write this brief history. It is intended to bind all remaining 
documents relating to the T.V.M.A. in one volume and 
to deposit them in the Library of the Veterinary Research 
Laboratories, P.O. Onderstepoort, as has been already 
done with the veterinary bills. 


— 


This layman in 1925 was accepted by the P.V.O. 
(Union) as an *‘ approved veterinary surgeon ’’ under the 
Public Health Act! 

SHonorary Secretary, August, 1914. 

(To be continued.) 


Export Meat Inspection in Denmark. 


The following interesting item of information is contained 
in a booklet entitled ‘* All About Danish Agricultural Pro- 
duce,’’ published by the Ministry of Agriculture, Denmark, 
which was distributed amongst delegates to the recently- 
held International Dairy Congress, of whom the N.V.M.A. 
President (Lieut-.Colonel P. J. Simpson) was one :— 

*“ Meat of animals, if intended for export, must be pro- 
duced in slaughterhouses authorised by the Minister of 
Agriculture and registered by him through the police. Each 
registered slaughterhouse is given a distinguishing number. 
To each slaughterhouse the Ministry of Agriculture appoints 
one or more veterinary surgeons, who, with his assistant 
or assistants, superintends all the work at the slaughter- 
house. He or his assistant must be present during all 
working hours and see that the instructions given by the 
Minister of Agriculture are carried out. He examines the 
animals both alive and after slaughter, and all their organs, 
classifies them according to Regulations issued by the 
Minister and stamps or labels the meat and other edible 
parts according to class with the marks prescribed by 
Royal Decree of November 5th, 1908.’ 


During the past six months there were 246 failures of 
farmers in England and .Wales under the Bankruptcy Act. 
The number of failures during the last 30 years was highest 
in 1927 and lowest in 1918, the figures being 478 and 33 
respectively. 


The Standing Committee on the Slaughter of Animals 
Bill agreed to an amendment providing that licences issued 
by one local authority shall be accepted by all local 
authorities, 


Field Observations on Ovine 
Pasteurellosis in South-West Africa.* 


By J. A. Maybin, M.R.C,V.S., 
GROOTFONTEIN, S.W. AFRICA. 


History. 

Professional literature records hamorrhagic septicaemia 
of sheep or infectious pneumo-enteritis of sheep, as occur- 
ring on the Continent of Europe and in other parts of the 
world. 

Edmonds, in his book ‘* Diseases of Animals in South 
Africa,’’ makes a very brief reference to this disease under 
* Septic Pleuro-pneumonia in calves.’ He states that a 
similar disease exists in sheep, which attacks adult as 
well as young animals, The disease is also referred to 
by Rickmann, formerly Veterinary Officer to the German 
troops in South-West Africa. From 1926 onwards, 
septicemia hamorrhagica of Sheep has been observed by 
the writer in the following outbreaks in South-West 
Africa :— 

** A.”"—About September, 1926, he investigated an out- 
break of disease amongst karakuls at farm Otijihavera 
in the Windhoek district, where about sixty sheep had 
died in two days, Here the disease seemed to have swept 
through the flock, killing off mostly those sheep in poor 
condition as a result of infestation with internal parasites. 
Later the mortality gradually decreased and eventually the 
disease seemed to have spent itself. During this outbreak 
the writer made careful observations on the symptoms 
presented by affected animals, and from post-mortem 
examinations on dead animals, as well as on animals 
which were slaughtered in extremis, and subsequent micros- 
copical examination of smears, he concluded that acute 
hemorrhagic septicemia was the cause of the mortality, 
whilst infestation with internal parasites was considered 
a predisposing cause. The writer’s observations and 
diagnosis were confirmed by Major Bone, M.R.C.v.s., 
Windhoek, to whom specimens, smears, reports, etc., were 
submitted. 

** B.”’—The second outbreak of disease involving a high 
mortality amongst sheep which the writer was called upon 
to investigate was at the farm Kaliombo in the Karibib 
district. In this case the mortality was even higher than 
in outbreak ** A’ above, but otherwise almost an identical 
state of affairs existed, and investigations led to a similar 
diagnosis, namely, acute hamorrhagic septicaemia of sheep. 
In this outbreak, however, some agar-agar culture media 
were inoculated with blood taken from a natural case of 
the disease. These, after incubation at summer tempera- 
ture for thirty-six hours or so, presented numerous bacterial 
colonies, smears from which on microscopical examination 
revealed the presence of numerous bacteria identical with 
or closely resembling P, ovisepticus. Here again those 
members of the flock, irrespective of age, which were 
down in condition through internal parasitic infestation, 
seemed to be picked out as the victims of the disease. 
This outbreak occurred soon after outbreak ‘ A,’ namely 
in September or October, 1926, 


* Reproduced from the Journal of the South African 
Veterinary Medical Association, Vol. 11, 1, 1931. 
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““C.’—In October, 1928, an outbreak of disease amongst 
sheep at the farm Awagobib in Grootfontein district was 
investigated. The manager reported that during Septem- 
ber of that year he had lost twenty-five sheep, and in 
October of the same year fifteen sheep of various ages 
had died, death being due, in his opinion, to some affection 
of the lungs. Specimens of affected lung tissue submitted 
for examination presented lesions indicating a_ septic 
pleuro-pneumonia. Smears prepared from these specimens 
and examined microscopically revealed numerous bi-polar 
organisms, presumably P, ovisepticus, It was concluded 
that here had been encountered a more chronic form of 
hemorrhagic septicemia, in which the outstanding lung 
lesions were more advanced than in the previous outbreaks. 
During this outbreak the writer made enquiries as to 
whether a sero-vaccine could be obtained from the Onder- 
stepoort Laboratory to deal with the disease, but such was 
not the case. However, a pleuro-pneumonia serum, which 
had been imported from Germany, was used, and the 
manager of the farm reported that the results following 
inoculation therewith were most satisfactory. 

“D.”—In August, 1930, an outbreak of lung disease 
occurred amongst sheep on the farm Otjikururume, in 
Grootfontein district. The owner of the farm reported 
that karakul sheep were dying almost daily, at the rate 
of one, two, or three, from a disease which affected the 
lungs. From the history, symptoms, and lesions as des- 
cribed by the owner, as well as from examination of lung 
specimens submitted, the more chronic form of infectious 
pneumo-enteritis was suspected. A report that lesions were 
present of a subacute pleuro-pneumonia and a mixed 
fibrinous catarrhal pneumonia with necrosis, but no 
organisms could be identified in these lesions, was later 
received from Onderstepoort. The writer obtained a further 
specimen and smears of lung from an affected sheep, and 
forwarded these, together with blood smears, to Onderste- 
poort, whence he received a reply stating that ‘* the lungs 
presented lesions of acute hamorrhagic pneumonia, and the 
smears gave a negative result.’’ The owner had by this 
time lost about forty sheep, and the writer strongly recom- 
mended that he should inoculate his sheep with pleuro- 
pneumonia serum. This he did, using all the serum in 
stock, and no further reports of mortality amongst the 
inoculated sheep have been received. 

‘“* E."\—Early in October, 1930, mortality amongst sheep 
to the extent of six deaths occurred at the farm 
Hohentweil, Infectious pneumonia was diagnosed and 
material again submitted for examination. A reply was 


received that ‘‘ no disease-producing organisms were. 


seen,’’ although a_ special examination for bi-polar 
organisms had been made. 

“‘ F.""—The day following the above outbreak (E), the 
writer diagnosed infectious pneumo-enteritis at the farm 
Auros, where about four sheep had died suddenly and a 
few others were sick. 

“*G.’"—On the same day as (F) the writer diagnosed 
infectious pneumo-enteritis at the farm Wallroda, where 
about forty sheep and a few goats had died within a few 
days. 

“H."—A few days later the writer was urgently 
requested to investigate the high mortality amongst 
karakul sheep at the farm Khoresis, where two hundred 
and fifty sheep had been wiped out in a little over two 


days. Here again infectious pneumo-enteritis was 
diagnosed. 

“1."—The following day the writer was again called 
out to the farm Schwarzfelde, where 180 sheep and 90 
goats had died suddenly within a few days. Again infectious 
pneumo-enteritis was diagnosed. Since the outbreaks 
enumerated above, the writer has received reports of one 
or two smaller outbreaks involving a low mortality and 
evidently of a less virulent nature. 


Aetiology. 


The microscopical examination of blood and organ 
smears by the writer and also by the Onderstepoort 
Laboratory having failed to reveal the presence of a 
responsible organism in the more recent outbreaks recorded 
above, the writer obtained a quantity of blood from the 
jugular of a sheep in extremis and inoculated an agar-agar 
petri-dish. This culture at summer temperature revealed 
within 24 to 30 hours numerous viscid, irridescent, bacterial 
colonies, smears from which, on microscopical examination, 
showed numerous organisms identical with P, ovisepticus. 
This was repeated several times with blood taken from 
the jugular veins of other sheep in extremis from infectious 
pneumo-enteritis, with similar results, smears from each 
culture being positive for P. ovisepticus. The writer 
despatched some of these cultures to Onderstepoort for the 
purpose of having a sero-vaccine produced against the 
disease. These cultures arrived in a virulent condition 
and proved pathogenic. 


Susceptibility. 


In the natural outbreaks of infectious pneumo-enteritis 
to which reference has been made, the disease was not 
confined to any particular breed of sheep, nor was it 
confined exclusively to sheep, for in two outbreaks it spread 
also to goats which were running with the flocks. Whilst, 
however, the disease affected several breeds and cross-breeds, 
yet karakuls and their crosses suffered a higher mortality. 
Sheep of all ages and of both sexes were affected. Com- 
paring the more recent outbreaks with those of 1926, 
it is remarkable that in the earlier outbreaks the disease 
was associated with parasitic infestation, namely, 
cesophagostomiasis and hzmonchosis, while in the more 
recent outbreaks internal parasites were almost entirely 
absent. The majority of flocks affected were in poor, or 
at best only in fair condition, due in most cases to the 
effects of prolonged drought. The disease was not entirely 
confined to flocks in poor or in fair condition, but it 
certainly ran a more rapid and fatal course in these. 


‘Experimental Inoculation. 


The writer, working under field conditions, had no 
laboratory animals at his disposal, but obtained two healthy 
sheep from a farm, free from the disease and distant from 
the outbreaks. Of these, one was an old and the other 
a young sheep and will be referred to herein as such. 
An emulsion was made from the ovisepticus culture referred 
to above, 5 c.c. of which when inoculated into the jugular 
vein of the young sheep caused death within 12 hours 
from a_ peracute infectious pneumo-enteritis, the lesions 
ef which were identical with those occurring in natural, 
virulent, outbreaks. The old sheep was first inoculated 
subcutaneously on the inner aspect of one thigh with 
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5 c.c. of blood taken from the jugular of a dying sheep, 
and simultaneously on the opposite thigh with 5 c.c. of 
blood taken from a sheep which had recently died. After 
about 12 hours the thigh inoculated with the blood from 
the dying sheep presented a large inflammatory swelling 
extending down to below the hock, whilst the thigh which 
received blood from the dead sheep remained almost normal. 

Furthermore, culture media (two petri-dishes) each 
inoculated with blood as above, gave corresponding results, 
namely, that inoculated with blood taken from the dying 
sheep produced bacterial colonies of P. ovisepticus, whilst 
that inoculated with blood taken from the dead sheep 
remained sterile. Some days afterwards, the old sheep 
received 5 c.c. of virulent blood intrajugularly (the same 
blood as that from which culture had been produced) ; 
little or no constitutional disturbance resulted and the sheep 
remained alive and evidently in good health until about 
two weeks afterwards, when it received 5 c.c. of ovisepticus 
culture emulsion intrajugularly. This proved fatal within 
twelve hours. 

Efforts to transmit the disease artificially to poultry, even 
by the subcutaneous injection of 3 c.c. of ovisepticus culture 
emulsion, proved unsuccessful, as also were efforts to 
transmit the disease to an old sheep by drenching with 
cedematous fluid obtained from the bronchi of the affected 
lungs of the young experimental sheep which had died as 
the result of injection with virulent culture emulsion. 

Symptoms. 

In the outbreaks enumerated above, the disease was 
observed in its peracute, acute, subacute, and chronic forms. 
In those outbreaks associated with a severe infection and 
a high mortality (as in outbreak ‘‘ H "' above) the course 
was peracute, death ensuing in most cases within a few 
hours. Symptoms included high fever at first, but later 
sub-normal icimperature with the approach of death, great 
weakness and even collapse, accelerated respirations, pulse 
frequent and feeble, profuse diarrhoea (sometimes hzemorr- 
hagic), watery discharge from the eyes, and a_ frothy 
discharge from the nostrils. 

In this peracute form the history of the outbreaks was 
often to the effect that the flock had appeared quite 
healthy when kraaled in the evening and that the next 
morning the kraal was strewn with dead. In one flock 
two hundred and fifty animals died within 36 hours. The 
peracute form affected sheep of all ages, those in quite 
good condition as well as those in poorer condition, and 
in two of the outbreaks it extended to goats, causing a 
mortality amongst the latter of between 90 and 100 animals. 
In such outbreaks, where at first there was a sudden high 
mortality, the number of deaths would decrease after a 
day or two, the disease appearing to have spent itself, 
and the remaining animals would either escape altogether, 
or a percentage of them would develop symptoms of a sub- 
acute or chronic form. ] 

In the acute form of the disease, the animals at first 
showed dulness, anorexia, polydipsia, and separated from 
their fellows, seeking the shade. The temperature was 
super-normal, there was a slight watery discharge from nose 
and eyes, visible mucous membranes were injected, and 
frothy saliva dribbled from the mouth. Dyspnoea and 
other general symptoms of pneumonia were present, also 
muscular tremors, and diarrhoea, at first slight, later usually 
becoming profuse and hamorrhagic. 


In the subacute form, observed in a few instances, the 
symptoms were a modification of those noted in the more 
acute forms. The animals remained sick for seven to 10 
days or longer, gradually losing condition and becoming 
debilitated. Symptoms of pneumonia’ were present. 
Although some animals seem to show an improvement at 
times, yet complete recovery is rare. Death usually super- 
venes in a week or so, or otherwise the condition becomes 
chronic. 

The chronic form may be present in a flock from the 
outset. Causing at first a very low mortality, to which 
little attention is paid by the owner, it may gradually 
become more virulent with a corresponding increase in 
the morbidity and the mortality. On the other hand, 
it may develop in a flock following a more acute outbreak. 
In some of the outbreaks only the chronic form appeared, 
and had not been associated with the more acute forms. 
Moreover, whilst the chronic form more usually occurred 
in older animals, and those in low condition, yet it also 
affected young sheep and those in fairly good condition. 
In this chronic form there is dulness, a gradual loss of 
condition, general unthriftiness accompanied by progressive 
anamia, a break in the fleece, respiratory distress on slight 
exercise, and symptoms of chronic lung affection usually 
accompanied by a cough. The animals lag behind the 
flock and not infrequently have to be carried home by 
the shepherd. There is often a sticky discharge from eyes 
and nose to which dust adheres. Some sheep recover 
from this form, but progress is slow, the animals remaining 
unthrifty for a long time and probably a source of danger 
to healthy sheep. In the writer’s opinion it is more 
economical to slaughter all such chronic cases in an other- 
wise healthy flock once the disease has been diagnosed. 


Anatomical Changes. 


Sheep dying from the peracute and acute forms of the 
disease soon become tympanitic after death through fer- 
mentation of vegetable matter in the digestive tract, a 
circumstance indicating that the animals have been feeding 
shortly before death. In some instances this gave owners 
the impression that death was due to slangkop poisoning. 
A quantity of foam or froth is often present at the nostrils. 
Examination of anus and breech indicates that there has 
been diarrheea, sometimes haemorrhagic. On opening the 
dead animal, one observes the lesions of a septicaemia. 
There are small hemorrhages in various tissues and organs, 
the lymph glands show marked swelling, and the veins 
present a conspicuous appearance, especially those of the 
intestines and mesentery, being injected and prominent, 
even in animals slaughtered and bled prior to autopsy. 
The spleen, if enlarged, is only slightly so. The kidneys 
on section appear injected, the gall-bladder is usually 
distended with dark, green, fluid bile, the liver is enlarged 
and hyperamic, there are small hemorrhages on the 
parietal pleura, the mucosa of the trachea and bronchi is 
swollen and injected, the bronchi contain a large quantity 
of foam, the lungs are cedematous and present one, or 
many, small greyish-purple areas visible through the visceral 
pleura. In some peracute and acute cases, such as those 
resulting from artificial transmission of the disease by the 
injection of culture emulsion, the lungs appear for the 
greater part purple or greyish-purple, but actual red hepati- 
zation is usually absent in this form of the disease. There 
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is a serous infiltration of the interlobular connective tissue 
of the lungs and a_ gelatinous infiltration of the 
mediastinum. Sections of the lung float on water. The 
pericardium and thoracic cavity may contain a little blood- 
tinted fluid, but as a rule this is not very marked. There 
are no adhesions between the visceral and parietal plurz. 
The mucosa of the abomasum and of the intestines is 
seldom, if ever, very markedly inflamed, as in most cases 
due to poisoning. 

In the subacute cases, most of the lesions indicated 
above are present, but here the changes in the lungs are 
considerably more marked and more advanced. Almost 
invariably at this stage, one finds lesions of an acute 
hemorrhagic pneumonia with red... hepatization, and 
pleuritis. Here the lung lesions are usually extensive, 
affecting large areas of one or both lungs, the affected 
areas being in nearly every case sharply demarcated from 
the normal lung tissue; sections from the affected areas 
sink in water. At this stage the affected portion 
of the lung appears to the naked eye to be uniform 
throughout ; it is livid, slippery to the touch, and in con- 
sistency somewhat resembles normal liver tissue. The cut 
surface has a peculiar rose tint. Adhesions between 
visceral and parietal pleurz are rare in the subacute cases. 

In the chronic cases, lesions of an acute septicaemia are 
of course absent. There is usually evidence of anaemia, 
wasting, and general unthriftiness, and the wool may come 
away easily. The lung lesions are usually marked and 
extensive, varying from  greyish-red hepatization, with 
thickening and adhesions of the visceral and parietal 
pleurze, to consolidation of large areas with suppurative 
pneumonia, characterised by the presence of a granular 
greyish-yellow pus which may be squeezed from the cut 
surface. 

Diagnosis, 


Diagnosis is not always easy, especially when smear 
examination of blood and affected lung t'ssue fails to 
reveal the causal organism. In the outbreaks of 1926 and 
1928 referred to above, the writer was able to demonstrate 
P. ovisepticus both in smears and in cultures. In the 
recent outbreaks of 1930, however, fairly extensive smear 
examinations gave a negative result. The writer was 
therefore somewhat nonplussed until he again succeeded 
in cultivating the organism and in transmitting the disease 
to other animals by injection of culture emulsion as 
already described. 

Infectious pneumo-enteritis of sheep might at first sight 
be mistaken for such diseases as braxy, anthrax, or 
certain forms of poisoning, as well as for pneumonia due 
to other causes. 

Prevention, 


Vaccines, sero-vaccines, and sera have been used against 
this disease with variable results. The sero-vaccine impo: ted 
from Germany to South-West Africa seems to give good 
results, but in addition to being somewhat expensive it 
confers an immunity of rather short duration. At the 
time of writing, a  sero-vaccine is being prepared 
at Onderstepoort Laboratory and should be ready for issue 
at an early date. The culture used for the production of 
this vaccine was obtained by the writer from the outbreaks 
recorded above in Grootfontein District of South West 
Africa. 
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Summary, 


Hemorrhagic pneumo-enteritis of sheep would appear to 
have existed in South West Africa for a considerable 
number of years, and although the disease had been 
diagnosed in that country by Rickmann, and no doubt by 
other veterinarians, yet its economic importance to the 
sheep farmer seems to have been under-estimated, probably 
because outbreaks of the disease were of a much _ less 
virulent nature than those herein recorded, and also to 
some extent through the farmer confusing the disease with 
other conditions such as slang-kop poisoning, and thus 
failing to have the disease thoroughly investigated. Be 
this as it may, the fact remains that the disease is of 
very great economic importance to the sheep industry of 
this country, and seems to be on_ the increase. The 
P. ovisepticus seems to occur in nature as a saprophyte 
in the soil, and may even be present in the animal body 
without causing any effect, becoming pathogenic only 
under certain obscure influences or conditions not definitely 
established. 


The writer’s almost invariable experience in this country 
has been that virulent outbreaks of the disease occur in 
the months of September and October, and most of the 
chronic, outbreaks have been observed about the same time. 
This perhaps indicates that climatic influences play no 
small part in bringing about an exalted virulence of the 
organisms. At this time of the year, the weather is hot 
and the rainy season has not yet commenced. Whether 
or not climatic conditions do influence the virulence, the 
writer is of the opinion that in this country at any rate, 
the disease is of seasonal occurrence, and that this point 
is of much practical importance in regard to the preven- 
tion of virulent outbreaks, since it determines the most 
appropriate time of the year for farmers to practise pre- 
ventive inoculation, more especially if a serum or sero- 
vaccine be used which confers an immunity of short dura- 
tion only. In the writer’s opinion, such preventive 
inoculation could most advantageously be carried out 
annually in about the month of August. 

The seasonal or climatic influences may, however, be 
merely apparent, since this is also the time of the year 
when sheep are in poorer condition and weaker in respect 
of natural resistance, owing to drought. This, however, 
cannot entirely account for the facts, since sheep even 
in good health and condition contract the acute form of 
the disease. However, it is possible that the organism, 
by attacking first the poor-conditioned and less resistant 
sheep, rapidly increases in virulence on passing through the 
flock, until it becomes virulent for in-contact sheep 
irrespective of condition. This ‘* increase of virulence by 
passage "’ would in the writer’s opinion scarcely account 
for the simultaneous and very virulent outbreaks of very 
acute forms of the disease on several widely separated 
farms. The writer does not suggest that the experiments 
mentioned above (see ‘* Experimental Inoculation "’) were 
in any way conclusive, as they were performed under field 
conditions ; but they appear to indicate that soon after 
death certain changes take place in the animal body which 
render the organisms inactive. Such experiments might 
usefully be repeated under laboratory conditions, in order 
to obtain information regarding the danger of the carcass 


as a source of infection. 
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We Meet at Norwich! 


Next Saturday, the opening day of Congress, 
will reveal the measure of justification for the 
above declaration of our faith in the loyalty of 
our readers to the association ideal. It is 
certainly our conviction that, whether as promise, 
entreaty, or threat (quite justifiable in such a 
connection !) the phrase has increased in currency 
following upon the issue of the Norwich Congress 
Handbook with its inviting and comprehensive 
description of the attractions, both historic and 
modern, of the scene of our 1931 meeting. 


It was a fine sequence of strikingly successful 
** National’? Congresses—Ayr, Newcastle, Tor- 
quay, Dublin, to go no farther back—that 
sustained interruption by the holding of the 
International Veterinary Congress in London last 
year, but if, as we believe, the Congress attend- 
ance is to be taken as some indication, at least, 
of the virility and prestige of the Association, 
there is every ground for optimism as to the 
resumption of what had become almost a habit 
of record creation in the vital matter of 


attendance. 

Both within and without the profession opinion 
in regard to the actual and potential importance 
of the Association as a body qualified to repre- 
sent and further the interests of British veteri- 
narians stands increasingly high as year succeeds 
year, and a corresponding accession in import- 
ance attaches to Congress as the Association’s 
concentrated effort to convince members of the 
veterinary profession of the value of co-operation 
and to engender in the wider scientific world and 
the public beyond an appreciation of the work of 
the veterinary surgeon and his right to a corres- 
ponding status and degree of recognition. 

In all these respects prospects of success at 
Norwich are materially enhanced by the import- 
ant innovation of extending invitations to local 
authorities to send their veterinary officers as 
representatives. The response been, in 
itself, a notable indication of the extent to which 
the Association is accepted, throughout the 
country, as a well-informed and influential factor 
amongst the agencies which exist for the con- 
sideration of public health questions, so many 


of which possess a common interest for the 
veterinarian and the municipalities. Moreover, 
the presence of so many veterinary officer repre- 
sentatives will not only add numbers to Congress 
but will contribute very materially to the volume 
and value of its deliberations and to the weight 
and subsequent effect of any resultant resolutions. 

For these welcome new members of Congress, 
as for others, the programme presents profes- 
sional, ceremonial, social and recreative features 
of exceptional attractiveness, while, as our 
recently-published description testifies, East 
Anglia as a whole and Norwich in particular, 
await us all with open heart and hand. 


Clinical Tests of New Remedies. 


APPOINTMENTS OF ‘THERAPEUTIC TRIALS COMMITTEE. 


The Medical Research Council announce that they have 
appointed a Therapeutic Trials Committee, as follows, to 
advise and assist them in arranging for properly controlled 
clinical tests of new products that seem likely, on experi- 
mental grounds, to have value in the treatment of 
disease :— 

Professor T. R. Elliott, MeD., F.R-Ss, 
physician to University College Hospital, London (Chair- 
man). 

Sir Ek. Farquhar Buzzard, Bt., K.c.V.0., M-D,, F-R.C.Ps, 
Regius Professor of Physic, University of Oxford. 

H. H. Dale, c.n.k., M.p., SEc.R,S., Director, National 
Institute for Medical Research. 

The Right Hon, Lord Dawson of Penn, G.C.v.0., K.C.B., 
M.D., President, Royal College of Physicians, London, 

Professor A. W. M,.D.,  FeR.C.P., 
Physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 

Sir John Parsons, ¢.B.E., D.SC., F.R»S., ophthal- 
mic surgeon to University College Hospital, London. 

J. A. Ryle, M.p., F.R.c.P,, physician to Guy’s Hospital, 
London. 

Sir John W. Thomson-Walker, 0.8.E., F.R.C,S., Con- 
sultant urologist to King’s College Hospital, London. 

Wilfred Trotter, M.S., F-+R.c.S., FeR,S., surgeon to Uni- 
versity College Hospital, London, 

Professor D. P. D. Wilkie, 0.8.k., CH.M., F.R«C.S., 
surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 

F. H. K. Green, M.D., M.R.c,p. (Secretary). 

Conditions have been the subject of discussion and agree- 
ment between the Medical Research Council and the Asso- 
ciation of British Chemical Manufacturers, under which 
the Therapeutic Trials Committee will be prepared to con- 
sider applications by commercial firms for the examination 
of new products, submitted with the available experimental 
evidence of their value, and will arrange appropriate 
clinical trials in suitable cases. The committee will work 
in close touch also with the existing Chemotherapy Com- 
mittee, who are engaged for the Medical Research Council 
in promoting researches aimed at the discovery and pro- 
duction of new remedies. 

The Therapeutic Trials Committee will invite suitable 
experts in particular branches of medicine or surgery to 
undertake the clinical tests of preparations accepted for 
trial. The reports upon the results will be published under 
the authority of the committee, 


Personal, 


Will.—-Mr. Arexanper CRapp, C.M.G., M.R.C.V.S., of 
Dulwich, S.E., Secretary to the Department, High Com- 
missioner for New Zealand, who died on June 14th, aged 
58, left estate of the gross value of £3,572, with net 
personalty £3,355, 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


Gloss-anthrax in Cattle. 


By 
Dr. Kamel, Egyptian Veterinary College, Cairo; 
Dr. Salib, Egyptian Veterinary College, Cairo; 
J. R. Barker, M.R.C.V.S,, D.V.H., Hereford. 


A few days ago we were called to a four-months-old 
heifer calf. 

History.—The calf was bucket-fed night and morning 
and allowed at pasture wherein bracken was growing. 
The owner reported that the calf did not seem keen on 
taking the milk in the evening. The following morning 
the tongue was protruding and he sought assistance, 

Symptoms.—When seen, the calf was down in the 
pasture, with her eyes sunken and the tip of the tongue 
protruding four inches. <A closer examination of the 
tongue revealed the tip to be cold and the frenum dorsum 
and the sides to be port-wine coloured, The mucous 
membrane peeled easily and left a dark hamorrhagic 
surface. The tongue was incised at the sides about 
opposite the first pre-molars, and a watery sanguineous 
fluid was expressed, The finger could be inserted into 
the openings so made direct into the musculature of the 
tongue. There was an enlargement into the submaxillary 
space. The temperature was 100-6° F., and the breathing 
resembled snoring, with a frothy discharge from the 
nostrils. 

The calf was made to rise with difficulty, but stood 
firmly enough for operation and dressing. Death ensued 
during the night. 

Post-mortem.—At the post-mortem examination samples 
of the heart’s blood and spleen pulp were taken undet 
aseptic precautions and forwarded to Dr. Hare for 
examination. 

There was gelatinous hemorrhagic infiltration into the 
muscles of the tongue and into the subcutaneous tissues 
in the submaxillary region. The lungs showed several 
lobular pneumonic foci about the size of a penny, The 
heart was full of black, tarry, clotted blood. There were 
two small fronds of bracken in the rumen, 

There were no petechiz of the endocardium, nor of the 
epicardium. There was no inflammation of the abomasum. 

Diagnosis.—From the clinical symptoms, one of us 
(J. R. B.), having seen similar cases in cattle and horses, 
arrived at a diagnosis of gloss-anthrax due to an unknown 
organism, but certainly not the Bacillus anthracis, 

Two of us (Dr. K. and Dr. S.), having little experience 
of disease in England, but a considerable amount of ex- 
perience of barbone buffaloes and hamorrhagic 
septicemia in cattle in Egypt, offered the suggestion that 
such a case in the buffalo or the calf in Egypt would 
undoubtedly be considered as due to the bipolar organism 
and designated barbone or haemorrhagic septicemia, 

The post-mortem examination and the microscopical 
examination were a sequel to this opinion. Dr, Hare 
reports: ‘* Our microscopical examination of the spleen 
pulp revealed bipolar bacilli identical with hamorrhagic 
septicemia organisms.”’ 


In July, 1928, there was an outbreak of hamorrhagic 
septicemia of the acute pectoral type amongst the cattle 
of this farm at pasture in this field, There was one death, 
one animal recovered after injection with Hamorrhagic 
Septicemia Bacterin, and the rest of the herd were 
injected with 5 ec.cs, of Hamorrhagic Septicemia Aggres- 
sin. There were no further cases amongst the cattle 
until the one the subject of this report. 

The question of bracken poisoning, fern poisoning and 
hemorrhagic septicemia occurring in England has given 
rise to controversy in the past. Many English veterinary 
surgeons with overseas experience deny the existence of 
hemorrhagic septicemia in England, 

It is therefore interesting to record that two of us with 
Egyptian experience were able to diagnose hamorrhagic 
septicemia in English cattle and to have that diagnosis 
confirmed by microscopical examination of the spleen pulp. 


Acute Dyspnoea in a Bulldog. 


By 
Hamilton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S. 


Amid scenes of great noise and excitement, several 
people were ushered into my surgery bearing a heavy 
muscular bulldog. This dog had been quietly walking 
over Hampstead Heath with its owner, when suddenly it 
sat down and seemed distressed. Its respirations became 
rapid and difficult, and when it arrived on my premises it 
was emitting a loud and shrill hissing kind of whistle 
with each inspiration, It was plainly fighting for breath 
and the mucous membranes of the mouth were cyanosed 
to a marked degree. The pulse, of course, was rapid and 
faint under the stress of the excitement and fear. 

I passed a probang, and felt the throat with my finger, 
but without discovering anything. Then the idea occurred 
to me that the dog might have swallowed a wasp and 
been stung internally. Something had to be done quickly, 
so to gain time to think out the situation, I administered 
«a small tablet composed entirely of washing soda. 
This was followed by a small draught of water, and 
in a few seconds the dog vomited the contents of its 
stomach—a goodly quantity Of food and mucus. Within 
five minutes the cyanosis cleared and the respirations 
became slower and quieter, and everybody—including the 
dog-—-was much relieved. I was left wondering whether 
the soda had possibly had any effect on some hidden 
swelling arising from a sting; yet I gave little. credence 
to this theory as the cure was too rapid, 

The emesis had undoubtedly removed any pressure from 
the lungs, but even that was not a satisfactory explanation. 
At all events, the dog recovered and was taken away. 

About three weeks later it was rushed back to me in a 
cab, with similar symptoms. I did not give an emetic, 
as I had rather discredited the former theories and began 
to suspect the heart. I advised smaller meals, and the 
avoidance of fatigue or excessive exertion, and put the 
dog on a mixture of tinct, digitalis and pot. brom., at 
the same time asking to be allowed to examine the dog 
when it was unaffected in this way. 

Accordingly, it was one day left in my kennels, and 
during a period of quiescence I sounded the heart. Whilst 
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the beats appeared to be quite normal, the pulse was 
even then about 120 per minute. 

He has been on the above mixture for the last two weeks, 
and up to now there has been no recurrence; but it is 
too early as yet to surmise there will not be. 

As nothing could be felt or seen in the throat I rather 
favour the opinion, now, that the condition is one of 
asthma with occasional severe spasms of the bronchi, and 
should there be a recurrence it will probably be profitable 
to apply treatment for asthma. Perhaps some who read 
this account may be able to recall similar cases and give 
their views as to the etiology. 


Civil Service Report. 


Protests RY PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHER GRADES. 

At a largely attended meeting at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Thursday evening of last week, organised 
by the Society of Civil Servants, the following resolution 
was unanimously passed :— 

This meeting of middle and higher grade civil 
servants expresses its profound dissatisfaction with the 
failure of the Royal Commission to deal adequately 
and equitably with the problem of underpayment in the 
Service, and protests in particular against the proposals 
for further reductions in the pay of the middle and 
higher grades, and pledges itself to support its repre- 
sentatives on the Staff Side of the National Whitley 
Council and elsewhere in any constitutional steps they 
may take to pursue the claim for improvements in 
Service pay generally. 

Mr. A. J. T. Day, the Secretary, stated that the pro- 
posal to consolidate Service pay at the present time involved 
stabilising remuneration at the lowest possible level at a 
time when there were even indications that the cost-of- 
living figure was beginning to rise. The Commissioners’ 
proposals for new consolidated rates of pay for new 
entrants to the reorganisation classes represented a definite 
lowering in Service standards of remuneration, and were 
bound to react to the detriment of existing civil servants 
and must therefore be resisted. The suggestion to lower 
the already existing low standards of remuneration by 
reducing the bonus paid to the higher grades in order to 
effect small improvements in the remuneration of the lower 
grades was unfair, and the Government Minor Grades 
Association, representative of the lowest paid workers in 
Government employment, had decided to reject the increases 
in pay that were offered to them as a result of the bonus 
readjustments involved in the Commission’s consolidation 
proposals, because they were at the expense of the higher 
grades. 

The speakers supporting the resolution were Mr. W. E. 
Llewellyn, Chairman of the Staff Side of the National 
Whitley Council; Miss D. Ibberson (Council of Women 
Civil Servants, Higher Grades), Mr. Alefounder (Federa- 
tion of Post Office Supervising Officers), and Mr. H. W. 
Monroe (Hon. Secretary of the Institution of Professional 
Civil Servants), 

The Institution of Professional Civil Servants states that 
although the Commission was specifically requested to 
inquire into the “* structure and organisation ’’ of the 
Service, it had proceeded to restrict its terms of reference 
by interpreting them to mean that it was not its duty to 
redistribute the functions of Government between depart- 
ments or to reorganise the staffs of departments. In the 
view of the Institution the Commissioners fail, in parti- 
cular, to appreciate the essential unity of function of 
specialist officers and the indispensable character of the 
work they are performing in departments of State, as a 
means to greater efficiency and the promotion of the 
welfare of the community. 

The National Executive Committee of the Association of 
Ex-Service Civil Servants recently passed the following 
resolution ;— 


Abstracts. 


|A Peculiar Occurrence at Parturition, Sizmer. Tier. 
Rundschau. No. 25, p. 447.] 


The animal concerned was a heifer in the early stages 
of labour. For four weeks she had moaned intermittently 
and lain frequently. The writer made a vaginal examina- 
tion which disclosed an open cervix and the amniotic sac 
in the passage. He felt the head and breast of the calf, 
but the shoulder was bent downwards. The calf was 
delivered without trouble after correcting the position. 
Examination revealed another calf in the womb and this 
was delivered as a posterior presentation. The heifer 
continued straining and a third calf was delivered—also a 
posterior presentation. As the straining did not stop, 
the animal was further examined and a calf in the breast 
position was discovered. This calf was delivered and, a 
further examination proving negative, the animal was 
left for half an hour. A fifth calf was then found in the 
pelvic position with the feet downwards. The calves were 
stillborn, four females and one male, and totalled in weight 
75 kilograms. The heifer made a good recovery. The 
calves were born four weeks prematurely but were fully 
developed, and it was assumed that abortion in this case 
may have occurred independently of B. abortus infection. 
According to statistics of Bumm, five calves at a_ birth 
occurred only once in 41,600,000 parturitions. 

W. L. S. 


[Four Cases of Foreign Bodies in the Stomach or in the 
Duodenum of the Dog. Marrertr, M. Bulletin de 
L’Academie Vétérinaire de France. Vol. 6. No. 3.] 


OBSERVATION 1.—English terrier. The bitch was said 
to have swallowed a mutton cutlet bone; this, however, 
was doubted in view of the disproportion in size between 
the bone and that of the stomach of the patient and 
because the animal was quite lively and there were no 
attempts at vomition. A radioscopic examination confirmed 
the owner's statement. The bone, nearly 5 inches long, 
lay partly in the cesophagus and partly in the stomach. 


_Although its danger was recognised it was resolved to 


induce vomition. A tablespoonful of liquid paraffin was 
given by the mouth and one-fourteenth grain of apomorphine 
subcutaneously. The bone was vomited almost immediately 
and no ill results followed. The bitch was old, and almost 


_ That this association cannot accept the report of the 
Royal Commission on the Civil Service as anything 
approaching a just settlement of post-War ex-Service 
interests, and emphatically protests against the re- 
commendations’ for the abolition of the policy of ex- 
Service preference as adopted by successive Govern- 
ments since the termination of the War; and further, 
that appropriate action, Parliamentary and otherwise, 
be taken to ensure that representative post-War ex- 
Service interests are consulted in the Imperial and 
Northern Ireland Civil Service before the present 
relative recommendations are adopted. 

The Staff Side of the National Whitley Council has 
decided to ask Mr. Snowden to receive a deputation which 
will again urge that the reduction in Civil Service bonus 
which would normally operate from September Ist next, 
in accordance with the cost-of-living agreement of 1920, 
should be suspended. 
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without teeth, which accounts for the bone being swallowed 
whole. 

The radioscopic examination, revealing the existence of 
the bone, its size and situation, justified the action taken. 

OBSERVATION 2.—Scotch terrier. The animal was stated 
to have swallowed with its food some pieces of a broken 
plate. Radioscopic examination demonstrated several 
pieces of the plate in the duodenum ; the largest had sides 
measuring 1 cm., and they showed sharp sides and 
points. Apomorphine, one-fourteenth grain given sub- 
cutaneously, caused the emission of the foreign bodies. 

This case is of interest from two points of view—(1) The 
radio-examination confirmed the statement of the owner, 
and showed the form, size and situatton of the foreign 
bodies ; (2) Proved that apomorphine can cause vomition 
of a foreign body even after it has passed the pylorus. 

OBSERVATION 3.—Fox terrier pup—2} months old—was 
seen to swallow a nail nearly 2} inches long with which 
it had been playing. The nail, of course, might pass 
through the intestinal track without accident or it ‘might 
lodge in the stomach. In spite of the evident risk of 
perforation if vomiting were induced, it was resolved to 
cause it. A meal of raw meat was offered and taken, 
then one-twenty-eighth grain of Apomorphine was 
administered subcutaneously. A minute afterwards nail 
and food were vomited. 

OBSERVATION 4.—Scotch terrier, male. On the previous 
day the dog had swallowed a valuable ring of large size. 
Radio-examination revealed the ring still in the stomach. 
After a copious meal of raw meat a subcutaneous injection 
of one-fourteenth grain of apomorphine was given and 
produced immediate return of the food, but no ring. Purga- 
tives and patience were advised but the owner now divulged 
that the ring was of extraordinary value and could not be 
allowed to stay where it was. Laparotomy was decided 
on and was carried out under anmwsthesia by Somniféne B. 
The dog recovered after 12 days. 

It is to be remarked, in this case, that vomition did 
not cause the evacuation of the ring in spite of the previous 
meal and emphasises the value of the radioscopic examina- 
tion. In the discussion of the paper it was pointed out 
with what little risk the stomach may be opened in such 
cases and, on the other hand, how frequently incision of 
the duodenum is followed by fatalities. 

Remarks were also made as to the tolerance of the 
stomach of the dog for foreign bodies. 

W. BR. D. 


In the annual report of Dr. C. M. Bradley, Medical 
Officer of Health, Blackburn, it is recorded that at a 
corporation clean milk competition for all farmers retailing 
milk in Blackburn, all the principal prizes were awarded 
to farmers in his area. The point is that 1,000 visits 
of inspection were paid to the 201 cowsheds in this area 
by the sanitary inspector during 1930, and Dr. Bradley 
suggests that it is to this active supervision of milk pro- 
duction that the improvement of the farms is due.— 
Journ. Inst. H»g. 


Five hundred thousand Welsh sheep in Merionethshire 
and Montgomeryshire will be driven to the dipping baths 
shortly, The great sheep drives on the Berwyn mountains 
will take place on August 19th, 20th and 21st for the first 
dip, and the seeond drive on September Ist, 2nd and 3rd. 


Municipal Report. 


Annual Report of. the Veterinary 
Department of the City of Edinburgh for 
the Year 1930. 


The report of the Veterinary Department of the City 
of Edinburgh for 1930 once again shows the good work 
carried out by Mr, Arthur Gofton and his staff. In 
previous years the report consisted of three sections dealing 
with (a) The Milk and Dairies Scotland Act, 1914; (b) The 
Bacteriological Laboratory and (c) The Inspection of Meat 
and Other Foods, but this year a fourth section, dealing 
with the work under the Diseases of Animals Acts, is 
included. This addition has been made, Mr. Gofton tells 
us, for the following reason: ‘* As the result of the Scheme 
of Administration approved by the Corporation, under the 
Local Government (Scotland) Acf, 1929, responsibility for 
the administration of the Diseases of Animals Acts was 
transferred from the Magistrates to the Public Health 
Committee on May 16th, 1930. It has been thought 
advisable, therefore, to give a general résumé of the work 
which falls to be performed under the Acts for the informa- 
tion of the Committee.” 


A.—Tue MILK anp Datries (ScoTLAND) Act, 1914. 


The practice of the Edinburgh Authorities to inspect 
the cattle on the registered dairies once a month has been 
continued, and 920 visits were made to registered dairies 
and the cattle thereon inspected, and also 77 visits were 
paid to non-registered dairies. The number of cows so 
examined is not given, but it is stated that the 84 registered 
premises have stall accommodation for 3,133 cows. The 
newly-calved cows exposed for sale at Gorgie Market are 
likewise examined and 2,535 cows have been submitted to 
identically the same examination as that given to those 
on the registered premises. This gives an average of 49 
cows offered for sale each week. Only six of the cows 
in the markets were found to come under the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1925, five due to suspected tuberculous emaciation 
and one as suffering from a chronic cough and showing 
definite clinical symptoms of tuberculosis. These were 
ordered out of the markets, and all were slaughtered at 
their owners’ risk, In addition, 14 cows suffering from 
other diseased conditions were withdrawn from. sale. 

Apart from tuberculosis, 134 diseased cows were detected 
in city byres. These were affected with the following 


conditions :— 

Suppurating conditions of udders and teats ese 28 
Psoroptic Mange and Ringworm 13 
Jéhne’s Disease and Emaciation 2 


The cows-in question were removed from the milking 
herds permanently or temporarily as the case required. 

During the year 15 cows on registered milk producers’ 
premises were found to be tuberculous within the meaning 
of the Tuberculosis Order of 1925. Eight of these were 
suffering from tuberculosis of the udder and the remainder 
from other scheduled forms. One of those affected in its 
udder was newly purchased and was returned to the seller, 
where it was dealt with by the Local Authority concerned. 
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In addition to the 15 cows above-mentioned, 12, although 
tuberculous, did not come within the scope of the Order 
but were removed from herds and were sold for slaughter 
by their owners. 

The incidence of tuberculosis of dairy cows in the City 
and district is given and shows no material change as 
compared with former years. One thousand, five hundred 
and nine cows, out of the total slaughtered in the city 
abattoirs, or 40°55 per cent., were found to be affected 
with tuberculosis in some degree. In 11-33 per cent. of 
these there was a total condemnation of the carcass and 
offal as against 10°71 per cent. the previous year. In 
21-14 per cent. of the tuberculous cows the disease was 
moderately extensive in its distribution and in 67-53 per 
cent, it was limited in extent and more or less localised. 

With the object of obtaining a clear indication of the 
extent of tuberculous infection of milk, as sold to the 
public in Scotland, the Department of Health for Scotland 
submitted to the Corporation a scheme for an extended 
investigation, by uniform methods, and invited the Cor- 
poration to take part in it. This was agreed to and the 
work commenced in October and accounts for the large 
increase in the number of samples submitted to the bio- 
logical test, which rose from an average of about 100 for 
the previous years to 350 in the year under review. The 
results of such samples as were completed are shown in 
the Bacteriologist’s report. There is one ‘* Certified ”’ 
herd in the City, belonging to the Victoria Hospital 
Tuberculosis Trust, the cows of which were twice sub- 
mitted to the tuberculin test, 87 animals being tested at 
the two tests. Forty-four of the young stock grazing 
outside the City were also tested once. In neither case 
was there any reaction. The herd supplying milk to the 
City hospitals belongs to the Corporation and is also 
tubercle-free and was tested once during the year, Of 
the 48 cows comprising the herd, 13 gave a_ production 
exceeding 1,000 gallons of milk, the maximum production 
being obtained from a heifer which gave 1,420 gallons at 
3-85 per cent. butter fat in 37 weeks. 


Work. 


The second part of the report on the Bacteriological 
Laboratory is written by Mr. W. Jowett, F.R.c.v.s., 
p.v.u, A bacteriological analysis was carried out gn 103 
samples of graded and other milks during the year, Of 
these, seven of the ‘* Certified *’ and eight of the ** Grade 
A” milks failed to conform to the required standard. 
Such lapses were, however, only temporary, subsequent 
graded milk samples proving as a rule, when tested, quite 
satisfactory and up to the standard, Of the pasteurised 
milks, four of the 20 tested failed to conform to the 
bacteriological standard and no less than 12 showed the 
presence of living coliform organisms in one-tenth of a 
cubic centimetre—this being a high percentage. Mr. 
Jowett criticises the fact that there is no standard in 
regard to the content of coliform organisms laid down for 
pasteurised milk and suggests that the ‘ Presumptive 


Coli Test ’? would serve as a useful indication as to the 


efficiency of the pasteurising process. He concludes from 
his experience that much of the pasteurised milk is under- 
heated in the fear of destroying the ‘“‘ cream line’ by 
which the public set much store. Of 105 samples of milk 
examined from individual cows within the City, seven 


proved positive to tuberculosis by the microscopic test and 
98 negative. Of the negative samples, only 12 were sub- 
mitted to the biological test, of which one proved to 
contain tubercle bacilli, and 47 were submitted to 
cultural tests, all of which samples proved to be con- 
taminated with various organisms. Of the 350 samples 
of bulk milk mentioned as examined for tubercle bacilli 
217 were completed in the year and 133 were still under 
examination, The milks are classified as ‘* Farm Milk,”’ 
** Retailed Milk ’? and Pasteurised Milk.’? Of the farm 
milks, seven were found to contain tubercle bacilli and 
ten were ‘* inconclusive,’’ and of the retailed milks, two 
were positive to tuberculosis and one ‘‘ inconclusive.” 
The remainder were found to be negative as well as all 
‘* Pasteurised ’’ milk examined. Mr. Jowett does not 
mention on what grounds the test was inconclusive in 
so many cases. This result may be considered satisfactory, 
the positive samples being considerably fewer than those 
found in many other cities. The seven positive farm 
samples mentioned were delivered in the City from farms 
in the districts of other local authorities. Investigation 
resulted in the detection of six cows affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder on five of the farms. These animals 
were destroyed by the local authorities concerned. On the 
remaining two farms no such cow could be found. Of 
the two positive samples from retailers, one diseased cow 
was detected, the other proving negative to the investiga- 
tion. Mr. Jowett, commenting on these results, writes 
as follows: ‘* Excluding samples which yielded inconclusive 
results, it may be observed that of the first mentioned, the 
farm milk samples, approximately 4°7 per cent., were 
definitely proved to contain tubercle bacilli whereas in the 
retailers’ samples the percentage was higher, namely, 
6-6 per cent. 

A total of 308 examinations of material other than milks 
were carried out, the details of which are set down in a 
table. As in previous years a look out has been kept 
for caseous lymphadenitis occurring in locally slaughtered 
sheep, but so far no case has been detected. It is stated 
that ‘‘ certain forms of pyogenic infection occur, which 
certainly bear a somewhat close resemblance to the above 
named disease, and it was deemed advisable to make an 
extended study of these as opportunity offered, since their 
identification and differentiation from the disease men- 
tioned is of undoubted importance in the judgment as to 
whether carcasses or portions of carcasses of infected 
animals are suitable, or otherwise for food purposes.”’ 


C.— INSPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER Foops. 


As in other years, a veterinary officer attends regularly 
at all the markets and special observation is kept on all 
animals for the prevention of cruelty and for the super- 
vision of the Transit of Animals Order. Animals to the 
number of 307,274 were exposed for sale at the fat stock 
markets, including 47,935 cattle, 5,617 calves, 233,482 sheep 
and 20,240 swine. At the City abattoirs, 189,983 animals 
were slaughtered, of which 33,531 were cattle, 4,421 calves, 
137,773 sheep and 14,258 swine. Tables are given showing 
the condemnation of meat and offals with reasons for 
seizure. Careful inspection is carried out at the Wholesale 
Dead Meat markets where 41,160 carcasses were imported 
into the City in 1930. No case of caseous lymphadenitis 
was detected, showing the efficiency of the inspection made, 
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presumably in the country of origin. Visits numbering 
5,541 were made to shops and other premises where food- 
stuffs were handled. The usual supervision has been main- 
tained at the Port of Leith, where food is imported from 
such countries as Holland, Denmark, U.S.A., Canada, 
Iceland, Belgium, Germany, Russia, South America, 
Greece, Roumania, China, Australia and Egypt. <A gross 
total of 339 tons, 11 ewt. and 62} Ibs. of foodstuffs were 
condemned in the City and Port during the year. 


oF ANIMALS ACTS. 


As the result of one bullock found to be suffering from 
anthrax at the abattoir, a special chamber has been 
arranged for, for the reception and slaughter of animals 
sent to the abattoir for emergency slaughter. Thirty-three 
deaths on farms have been investigated for anthrax, with 
negative results, and 177 animals found dead at the railway 
station or at the live stock markets have been similarly 
examined. 

No cases of foot-and-mouth disease, parasitic mange or 
sheep scab occurred during the year. Two confirmed cases 
of swine fever occurred which were the beginnings of an 
outbreak at the close of the year. With a view to further 
diminishing the risks of swine fever, Mr. Gofton, following 
the issue of a cireular-letter to local authorities by the 
Ministry, made the following suggestions which were 
transmitted to the Ministry by the Committee: ‘‘ (1) The 
availability of licences authorising the movement of pigs 
from an infected place to a slaughter-house should be 
reduced to 48 hours and should be made uniform. (2) It 
should be made a condition of licences that pigs moved from 
infected places must be slaughtered within 12 or at most 
within 24 hours after admission to a_ slaughter-house, 
(3) After premises have been declared infected premises by 
the Ministry, licences permitting movement off the premises 
should be issued locally instead of from London, and only 
after inspection by the veterinary officer of the local 
authority, who must be satisfied as to the health of the 
pigs proposed to be moved.’’ 

Five hundred and sixty-four visits were made to the 
stud of Corporation herses and 245 to the farms owned and 
managed by the City authorities. 


For the fourth time in her career, the British Friesian 
cow, Hadley Dutch King’s Queen, owned by Messrs. I, H. 
and W. Hammond, has exceeded the 2,000-gallon yield in 
less than one year from calving. She is the eighth cow 
in this country to achieve such a performance, After 


having been in milk for 300 days, she is still yielding about, 


4) gallons daily, 


The Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics for 
December, 1930, gives the following as the animal popula- 
tion of Australia in 1928:—Cattle, 11,300,757; sheep, 
103,430,773 ; horses, 1,942,753; pigs, 910,181. The sheep 
population in 1929 was 106,486,829. The wool clip in 1929 
was 968,152,935 Ib., and in 1930 it was estimated at 
910,000,000 Ib. 


A report issued by the Chief Constable of Perthshire 
states that during the last sheep-dipping season, July to 
November, the sheep dipped in the county numbered over 
a million and a half. 


The increase in America’s population in ten years has 
been 17,500,000. Increases of a million or two a year 
mean an increased demand for what the land can produce 
and is expected to bring back prosperity to the farmers. 


N.V.M.A. Divisional Report. 


Lincolnshire and District Division.* 
Biological Products Discussion at Peterborough. 


A meeting of this Division was held at the Angel Hotel, 
Peterborough, on Thursday, June 18th, 1391. 

The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. G. 
Lockwood, and there were also present Messrs. T. Knowles, 
KF. L. Gooch, F. W. L. Gooch, A. Williams, J. Poles, 
E. Porter-Smith, W. Lang, G. Eaton, W. Dickinson, and 
H, C. Reeks (Hon. Secretary) together with Mr. Steele 
(Ministry of Agriculture) as a visitor. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. C. W. 
Townsend, T. B. Bindloss, H. Walpole, H. H. Truman, 
H. C. Reeks, Senr., T. Hicks and R. Hudson, 


Address by the President. 


At the outset, the PRESIDENT welcomed the members and 
continued : ** It was a very pleasant surprise to me when 
our worthy Secretary wrote informing me that I had 
been elected to the President’s chair of this Division at 
our Grantham meeting. Though I fear I possess very few 
qualifications for that honoured position, yet at the same 
time I am anxious to do my best to fulfil the duties 
entailed; and I am greatly encouraged by the knowledge 
that I shall receive every help and support from our 
estimable Secretary, Mr. Reeks. I am also looking forward 
to the whole-hearted support of every member of this Divi- 
sion, in which hope I feel sure I shall not be disappointed. 

I should like to call the attention of everyone to the 
desirability of supporting either the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Association or the National Veterinary Bene- 
volent and Mutual Defence Society by becoming subscribers 
to one or both of these bodies. Each of these associations 
is engaged in helping those members of our profession 
and their dependents who have been unfortunate in this 
life owing to illness, etc., and who receive some measure 
of assistance to enable them to keep going until better 
times come along, and besides this charitable side of the 
question there is the satisfactign of knowing that if one is 
a member of the latter society and should have the misfor- 
tune to become involved in litigation, which in these days 
might very easily prove to be very serious from a financial 
point of view, one can in certain circumstances rely on 
the support of a powerful society in meeging the action. 

It must be a source of regret to all of us to find that the 
money required for the re-building of the Royal Veterinary 
College is accumulating so very slowly and it is difficult 
to understand why the College so rarely benefits by legacies 
left to institutions connected with the welfare of animals, 
and on this point I am sure you will all agree that Captain 
Hobbs deserves our heartiest congratulations on the success 
that has attended his organisation of the ‘* The Tail 
Waggers’ Club,”’ an effort that has resulted in a large 
sum of money being collected in aid of the small animals’ 
department of the College. 

I hope that any member who has anything of pathological 
interest, or who meets with any unusual or interesting 


~ * Received for publication July 17th, 
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case in the course of his practice, will not hesitate to bring 
such things forward at our meetings, and I trust that you 
will all make a special effort to attend as many meetings 
of our Division as possible, even if such attendance some- 
times means a little personal inconvenience, for I am fully 
convinced that each meeting attended amply repays for any 
slight inconvenience that might be involved. 

We are all anxious to hear Mr. Glover, who has so kindly 
come here this afternoon, and I assure him we extend to 
him a most hearty welcome. (Applause.) 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the Division, 
having been published in the Record, were taken as read 
and were confirmed and signed. 

Correspondence.—The Secretary then read a copy of a 
letter from the Registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, referring to the practice of certain members of 
some Divisions of the N.V.M.A., of displaying letters indi- 
cating their membership of the Society, in addition to the 
letters M.R.C.V.S. 

Referring to the wundesirability of the practice, the 
PRESIDENT remarked that no action seemed called for as 
no case was known among miembers of the Division. 

Obituary.—Continuing, the President said that his next 
duty was to announce to them the news of the death of 
Mr. H. Leach, of Boston. The meeting having expressed 
its sympathy by standing, it was proposed by Mr. F. L. 
Goocu and seconded by Mr. H. Pores that a letter of 
condolence be sent to the relatives of the late member. 

Letter of sympathy.—Mr. Goocn also proposed that the 
Division should forward its best wishes to Mr. T. Holmes, 
of Bourne. Mr. Holmes had been for many years a member 
of the Division, and he was sure that he had the sympathy 
of all the members in the illness which was making 
necessary his retiregnent from practice. 

The Presipent said that he should be pleased to second 
Mr. Gooch’s suggestion. Although he lived at no great 
distance from Mr. Holmes, it was the first intimation he 
had of his illness, and he could only add that he was 
very sorry to hear of it now. 

N.V.M.A. Congress.—The question was then raised by 
Mr. F. L. Goocn as to what share the Division was 
taking in any arrangements being made by the Provisional 
Committee for the National meeting at Norwich. 

Mr. Porrer-SMITH, in replying, said that during his term 
of office as President he was informed by Mr. Knight that 
no monetary aid was needed. 

Mr. Gooch expressed himself as being satisfied, but 
wished that more members had attended the meetings of 
the Provisional Committee. 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.—Continuing, Mr. 
Gooch said that he was very pleased that in his opening 
remarks their President has_ referred to the Victoria 
Benevolent Society. In past years the Division had always 
given a subscription; he only wished that they could give 
more, and that all members of the Division were members 
of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

On the proposition of the PResipeNnt, seconded by Mr. 
F. L. Goocn, it was decided to forward two guineas to 
the Fund, Mr. Gooch adding that it was money only 
too well spent, and that only those who had some share 
in administering the affairs of the Fund knew what cases 
of want and destitution existed amongst members of the 
profession and their families, 


The Preparation and Application of Certain Biological 
Products. 


The PresIpDEnt, in welcoming Mr. Glover, expressed the 
thanks of the Division to him for attending the meeting 
to deliver his paper. 

Mr. R. E. GLover, who was received with applause, 
said he greatly appreciated the honour of being invited 
to address the Division on the subject of Biological Products. 
He wished to crave their forgiveness for the rather cursory 
nature of his remarks, which scarcely constituted a paper, 
but he hoped his observations would aid a discussion on 
this subject. Mr. Glover then proceeded to give a brief 
description of the preparation of swine erysipelas serum 
and vaccines, blackleg vaccines, fowlpox vaccines, tuber- 
culin and Johnin, and also gave a brief description of 
pustular dermatitis of the sheep. The talk was illustrated 
by charts indicating the methods used in the laboratory 
for the standardisation of certain of these products. 

The PRESIDENT, in opening the discussion, said that they 
were all greatly indebted to Mr. Glover for his excellent 
address. It had been a peep behind the scenes at the 
preparation of those things that were now of everyday 
use. He was particularly impressed with the charts with 
which Mr. Glover had illustrated certain points. 

He should be particularly interested to hear from members 
their experiences in the use of calf scour serum = anid 
vaccine. 

With regard to other subjects dealt with by Mr. Glover, 
he would like to emphasise the importance which now 
attaches to the smaller animals and to poultry. 

He was very interested to hear of the possible connec- 
tion between swine erysipelas and mouse and rat virus. 
It might be the explanation of some outbreaks. In con- 
nection with the use of swine erysipelas serum, Mr. Glovcr 
had stated that the intravenous method was to be preferred ; 
he thought that the great trouble would be to control the 
animal. With reference to the use of Johnin, he would 
be pleased to hear further details as to the nature of 
the reaction. 

Mr. F. L, Goocn said that he thanked Mr. Glover for 
his very informative paper. He was very glad that Mr. 
Glover classified biological products as useful and non- 
useful or as standardised and non-standardised. Could he 
account for contagious aphtha occurring in the spring 
amongst lambs and ewes and in young rams from July 
to September? Recently he had met with several out- 
break in the same village, lesions in which the same 
were present in the mouths of the lambs and the ewes. 

With reference to fowl pox and diphtheria, he was very 
pleased to hear it confirmed that they were one and the 
sume disease. 

With regard to the tuberculin test, he had had wonderful 
results with the double intradermal. In one instance where 
all reactors were killed, tuberculosis could be found at 
every post-mortem, In the case of two pedigree shorthorn 
bulls, the only lesions were in connection with the neck 
of the bladder and in the mediastinal glands respectively. 

Speaking of Johnin, Mr. Gooch said that he had used 
samples obtained from Dr. Sheather, with very good 
results. He regarded it as very useful for detecting Jéhne’s 
disease in the early stages. 

Mr. Pores said that, with reference to the use of bio- 
logical products for scour in calves, his neighbour, 
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Mr. Truman, used them extensively and with good results, 
but that he himself was satisfied with the results obtained 
with the Bayer’s product ‘ Pulbit.’”’ 

Speaking of the use of swine erysipelas serum and vaccine, 
Mr. Poles went on to say that he could not understand 
why two years ago they had many outbreaks of erysipelas 
where in the past years he had inoculated the pigs with 
every success, 

In his district they had very few sheep, but he would 
be interested to know if Mr. Glover thought that there 
was any connection between contagious aphtha and cow 
pox of cows? If so, would he recommend the use of 
vaccine in outbreaks of cow pox? 

With regard to blackleg, Mr. Poles observed that in 
his district it was far less prevalent than it was 20 years 
ago, when it was quite common to have many sudden 
deaths. He could not explain it, but in many cases the 
old custom of setoning seemed effective, there being no 
further deaths and in some mild cases recovery was 
assisted. 

When dealing with tuberculin, Mr. Glover had not said 
which method of testing he actually preferred. From 
tuberculin he passed to Johnin. He would be very pleased 
if they could extend its use, as Jéhne’s disease was becoming 
increasingly prevalent and thought the test would be a 
great aid to early diagnosis. 

Mr. KNow es then raised the question as to whether 
there was any disadvantage in mixing the erysipelas serum 
and vaccine and injecting the mixture on one side only, 
particularly when dealing with adult animals. He had 
often done so for the sake of convenience and had had 
only favourable results. Mr. Glover had mentioned the 
frequency of valvular disease of the heart in chronic swine 
erysipelas. In his experience this was comparatively rare, 
the most common manifestation of the chronic form of 
the disease being rheumatoid troubles, the animals being 
crippled for months. Referring to the difficulty in estab- 
lishing the disease under laboratory conditions, he had on 
several occasions accidentally given excessive doses of the 
vaccine without noticing any ill results. 

He had had good results from the use of biological 
products in outbreaks of fowl diphtheria. In cases of 
blackhead he advised painting with tincture of iodine. 

Mr. Porter-Surin, after congratulating Mr. Glover on 
his paper, remarked that the trouble among lambs 
and ewes generally occurred during the summer months, 
although he had seen outbreaks in February. There was 
no trouble in dealing with it; ordinary zinc ointment was 
an almost certain cure. . 

As regards the erythema which had been mentioned as 
occurring on the lamb’s thighs, he had seen a case which 
had been reported as a suspected outbreak of scab, in 
which, curiously enough, one ewe had a dermatitis on the 
head. There was, however, no sign of scab. 

With reference to scour in calves, was it in any way com- 
parable with a similar trouble amongst lambs? — Last 
spring he met with a case of very heavy losses from 
dysentery amongst the lambs (one in three) on premises 
adjoining those in which scour was very prevalent among 
the calves. 

Mr. Lanc, after saying that Mr. Glover’s paper was 
one of the type that took them out of the rut, remarked 
that for a long time he had been very suspicious of the 


claims put forward by manufacturing chemists for their 
biological products—probably, in some cases, to his own 
loss. Speaking of scour amongst calves, he had encountered 
less this season than for many years. The prevailing 
cold weather and lack of fies might be responsible. 

In conclusion, Mr. Lang said that he considered the 
intravenous method of inoculation in the pig far too slow 
and troublesome. 

Mr. Eaton, speaking of the association of swine 
erysipelas with joint-ill in lambs, asked if it had been 
observed in connection with the lamb dysentery bacillus. 
He had known aphtha to be mistaken for foot-and-mouth 
disease, sheep scab, and sheep pox, and congratulated Mr. 
Glover on establishing the causative agent to be a filtrable 
virus, and not the necrosis bacillus. 

In his hands Parke Davis’ and Co.’s scour serum had 
proved expensive and not very useful. He would be very 
pleased if Mr. Glover could give him any information as 
to the use of spleen extract in cases of canker of the 
horse’s foot. 

Mr. Dickinson, after asking for any explanation as to 
the prevalence of swine erysipelas in warm summers and 
mild winters, stated that in his experience the mixing of 
serum and vaccine was followed only by good results. 

Coming to the question of scour in calves, he had no 
good results to report following the use of biological 
products. Calves had developed the disease, which had 
been inoculated before being taken to infected premises, 
and animals born there had developed the trouble in spite 
of inoculations. 

With regard to blackquarter, he very rarely experienced 
it. Mr, Dickinson then mentioned sporadic cases he had 
met with, usually in adult cows. There was extensive 
swelling round the head, high temperature, and death 
within two days. In some cases the swelling extended 
down the neck to the dewlap, and could be lanced, liberating 
quantities of a foul-smelling fluid. Some of these recovered. 
Were they the @dematous form of hemorrhagic septicaemia ? 

Mr. Srrece, in agreeing with the remarks of former 
speakers, emphasised the various results following treat- 
ment with scour sera and vaccines. In one instance he 
knew of where the products of the International Serum Co. 
had been used, inoculated calves remained healthy on badly 
infected premises. 

The Presipent, after remarking on the good discussion, 
then asked Mr. Glover to reply. 

Mr. Giover said that he was very gratified with the 
discussion that his remarks had evoked and considered 
that the points raised by different speakers were of greater 
interest than the paper. He proposed to deal with them, 
as far as possible, under the headings of the various 
diseases. 

Mr. Lockwood had mentioned mice as pessible carriers 
of swine erysipelas. Although there was no definite proof 
that rodents had been responsible for outbreaks of this 
condition, they might carry infection mechanically or 
might even become affected with the organisms and should 
therefore be regarded as a potential source of danger. He 
advised the use of serum by the intravenous route only in 
affected pigs in which it was necessary to obtain an 
immediate response-—in other instances, the subcutaneous 
or intramuscular routes were quite satisfactory. Active 
immunisation with serum and living culture was usually 
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efficacious, but it had to be remembered that the virus 
was an unstable product. In some instances, the vaccine, 
owing to a loss in viability, might be incapable of provoking 
an active immunity and this would account for breakdowns 
in the immunity in the field: on the other hand, the vaccine 
might be of full virulence and might, of itself, be responsible 
for outbreaks of erysipelas, especially if the serum were of 
low value. In such cases, the reactions could be controlled 
by large doses of a fully potent serum. He was unable 
to offer any personal observations on the immunising value 
of mixtures of serum and vaccine, but it would seem that 
as this method had been successfully used by several practi- 
tioners, it was without danger. He felt, however, that 
the inoculation of serum on one side of the body and of 
vaccine on the other was probably more efficacious. 

The seasonal incidence of the disease was well known 
and was generally attributed to the fact that, since the 
bacillus of swine erysipelas seemed to be capable of a 
saprophytic existence, warm conditions would favour its 
propagation. Whilst the occurrence of joint ill in lambs 
due to this organism had been reported, he was unaware 
of any connection between swine erysipelas and dysentery 
in lambs. 

Mr. Glover was pleased to hear that Mr. Gooch had 
experienced such good results with the double intradermal 
tuberculin test. It was always gratifying to have the 
opportunity of confirming the reliability of the test by 
post-mortem examinations. He was a very firm advocate 
of this method, which he considered was remarkably 
accurate. The intradermal Johnin test was applied and 
interpreted in a very similar manner to the tuberculin 
test and the necessity for a very careful palpation of the 
swelling applied with equal force to the Johnin test. 

Mr. Glover then replied to the various points raised in 
connection wiil contagious aphtha of lambs. He had 
encountered outbreaks of this condition at all times of 
the year, but it seemed to be more prevalent in the early 
spring months and again in the autumn when it was often 
responsible for considerable losses to breeders of ram lambs. 
He agreed with Mr. Porter-Smith that the disease readily 
responded to treatment, but he thought that in localities 
where the condition was enzootic; a method of preventive 
vaccine might be applied with advantage. 

With regard to diarrhoea of young stock, he was unaware 
of any connection between scour in the calf and in the Jamb. 
Calf scour was a complex condition and might be caused 
by a variety of organisms and he thought that the failure 
of anti-scour vaccines and sera in some instances was 
attributable to this fact. 

He was very interested in the outbreak amongst cows 
mentioned by Mr. Dickinson. ‘The symptoms which he 
described were rather suggestive of an anzrobic infection 
and he knew his colleagues at Cambridge would be very 
grateful, should the opportunity arise, to receive material 
from these cases. 

He regretted that he had no information on the value of 
spleen extract in the treatment of canker. 

This concluded Mr, Glover’s reply to the discussion, and 
was followed by a vote of thanks from the meeting, the 
Presipent saying that he did not remember enjoying a 
meeting more for a long time. 

Before the company broke up, Mr. Lane said that he 
had recently looked up, in the Register, the dates of 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to rereive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 
Aug. 22nd-28th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Norwich. 
Aug. 31st.—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 


N.V.M.A., 2 Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, at 4.30 p.m. 


Goods in Private Cars. 


LICENCES FOR INSTRUMENT CASES ? 


The Daily Sketch of August 5th reports two cases at 
Cardiff in which motorists were fined for using private 
cars for the conveyance of goods without having paid the 
higher tax applicable to goods-carrying vehicles. These 
cases raise a point of wide interest to all motor owners, 
and one of importance to veterinarians, who may be re- 
quired (if the Stipendiary’s decision is upheld) to take out 
** goods-carrying ’’ licences (in respect of their instrument 
cases) with their local authorities. 

It was contended for the defence that no offence was 
committed because, according to the Act of Parliament, 
it was only when a motor vehicle is constructed or adapted 
in such a way as to bring it into the class of goods- 
carrying vehicles that the higher duty became pavable. 

The effect of the Cardiff Stipendiary’s decision, says the 
A.A., is that it is an offence to carry parcels, or even small 
articles, in a private car. An appeal is to be made to the 
High Court. 


R.C.V.S. Obituary. 


Barry, Joun McCrure, ‘* Hazeldene,’’ Kirkliston Drive, 
Belfast. Graduated May 23rd, 1905, Edinburgh. Died, 
July 24th, 1931; aged 48 years. 

Ouiver, AktHuR Henry, 73, Tavistock Road, Devonport. 
Graduated London, December 10th, 1885. Died, August 
3rd, 1931; aged 68 years, 

Younc, Joun, Sherlock Street, Birmingham. Graduated 
New Edinburgh, July 27th, 1883. Died, August Ist, 1931. 


graduation of some of the senior members, and had found 
that Mr. F. L. Gooch had qualified in 1880. He con- 
gratulated him on still being in active practice after fifty 
years and hoped that he would be with them for many 
more. Mr, Lang went on to say that another old member 
of the profession still alive was Mr. F. H. Reeks, who 
quelified in 1867: he hoped that their Secretary would con- 
vey the best wishes of the meeting to his grandfather. 

Mr. Goocn thanked Mr. Lang for his remarks, adding 
that he was now the only survivor of the original Lincoln- 
shire Society, and that he would like to see more interest 
taken in its affairs. On this occasion the young members 
were well represented, but he would have liked to see 
more of the old members present. Finally, he would like 
again to remind them of the existence of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

H. C. Reeks, Hon. Secretary. 
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N.V.M.A. Congress. 


It would greatly facilitate the work of the Local Secretary (Mr. H. P. Standley, junr., 13, Orford 
Place, Norwich), if members who will be attendingthe Congress of the Association at Norwich would 
complete and send to him at the earliest possible moment the blue application forms for tickets (for 
the various functions) which have been issued with the last three numbers of the Record. 

The subject of Congress, with which we deal editorially elsewhere, will, we trust, be uppermost in the minds of all 
our readers this week. The programme has been in the hands of members for some time, but the subjoined table gives 
some interesting supplementary information :— 


Paper. Date. Time. Chairman. Recording Secretary, 
Some Common Discases of Pigs ... Monday, Aug. 24th. llam. ... G. Lockwood. .. W. Shipley. 
Milk Hygiene... Tuesday, Aug. 25th. ... 0.30 am... G. P. Male. O. V. Gunning. 
The Calcium and Phosphorus 
Supply of Dairy Cows Wednesday, Aug. 26th... 9am... T. Eaton Jones. V. Boyle, 
Some Observations on the 


Nature of Certain Diseases 


of Sheep Wednesday, Aug. 26th. ... 
Sterility in the Mare ... .. «. Thursday, Aug. 27th. ... 


The Parasitic Diseases of 
Poultry ... ens we Thursday, Aug. 27th. 


ll am. .... N. H. MacAlister. 


H. C. Reeks, junr. 
9am. .. H. P. Standley, senr.... S. E. Hill, 


P. R. ‘Turner. 


Prof. J. F. Craig. ... 


Tue Mr. J. McCriure Barry. 


“The news of the death of Mr. John M’Clure Barry, 
M-R.C.V.S., in a private nursing home in the city came as 
a distinct shock to his many friends this morning,’’ says 
The Belfast Telegraph of July 24th, ** for while they knew 
that recently his health had been none too good they 
trusted that the release from duties which he obtained a 
few weeks ago, would lead to a complete restoration, 

“Mr. Barry was a son of Mr. James Barry, a_ well- 
known Belfast sportsman, and who acted most efficiently 
as Secretary of the defunct Purdysburn Coursing Club. 
He was educated at the Royal Belfast Academical Insti- 
tution, and qualified at the Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

“After obtaining his degrees he was for some time 
assistant to Mr. S. Bailie, mM.er.c.v.s., Newtownards, and 
then obtained an important post in London, — Belfast, 
however, held a big place in his affections, and in 1908 
he was appointed Veterinary Surgeon under the Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Workshops Act. 

“On the outbreak of war he joined the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps, and was demobilised with the rank of 
captain. 

“In 1920 he was appointed City Veterinarian of Belfast 
in succession to the late Mr, J. A. Jordan, M.R.c.v.s., 
and has held that position since. 

“A man of genial disposition, who knew his work and 
did it well, he made many friends all over the city. 
Amongst his colleagues he was beloved and_ respected, 
and the news of his sudden death has caused the utmost 
sorrow amongst them. 

“Sincere sympathy will go out to his widow (who is a 
daughter of the late Mr. 
and relatives in their sudden bereavement. 

“It might be added that it was but last week that Mr. 
J. Ewing Johnston, M.R.c,v.s., May Street, was appointed 
to act as City Veterinarian until, as was hoped, Mr. 
Barry would return to duty.” 


Army Veterinary Service. 


LonpOoN GazerreE—War OrricE—REGULAR ARMY. 
July 31st.—Lieut.-Colonel A. J. Thompson (ret. pay) to 
be Lieut.-Colonel (August Ist) with seny., April 3rd, 1930. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY, 


Aug. 7th.—Captain O. V. Gunning (late Canadian 


A.V.C.), to be Captain (July, 29th). 
Terriroriar, ARMY KESERVE OF OFFICERS 
August 1th.—Major C. W. Townsend, 1.D., F.R.C.V.S., 
having attained the age limit retires and retains his rank, 
with permission to wear the prescribed uniform (August 
12th). 


Douglas Heazley) his family,’ 


Foot-and-mouth Disease in Surrey. 


Following the notification of a case of foot-and-mouth 
disease at Frimley, Surrey, on Saturday, the Ministry of 
Agriculture issued a standstill order covering a radius of 
five miles. 


Non-notification of Swine Fever. 


Frederick L. Hampton, of Commercial Road, Woking, 
and Frank Victor Hampton, of Brick Hill, Chobham, 
were, at Chertsey Petty Sessions, each fined £5 8s. for 
failing to notify suspected swine fever in 25 pigs at 
Chobham, 

Frederick Hampton told the magistrates that he bought 
the pigs at Guildford market and took them to his brother's 
place, When they kept dying he sent to a“ veterinary 
surgeon,”? whom he thought was qualified (but who, it 
was stated, was not), The man told him that he need 
not notify the police, as he would do it if any notification 
was wanted. 

Frank Hampton said that one of the pigs died at the 
end of ten days. The unqualified ‘ veterinary surgeon 
who treated the others also told him not to notify the 
police. 

The chairman said that ft was a serious matter. 
Morning Advertiser. 


Ewe with Six Lambs. 


An extraordinary case of fecundity in sheep is recorded 
from California. A pure-bred Romney ewe on a farm at 
Woodland, California, has given birth to six living lambs, 
five of which survived. The case is backed by substantial 
evidence and appears to be authentic. Exceptional fecundity 
is occasionally reported from flocks in this country, and 
quadruplets are not unique, but there do not appear to be 
any records of a ewe with a “* litter” of six living lambs. 
How far it pays to stimulate twinning is often a matter 
of discussion, Good treatment of the ewe flock when they 
go to the rams is known to increase the crop of lambs, 
but the ewes on poor ground may not later have enough 
milk to carry through their twins satisfactorily, In such 
circumstances it may pay better to sacrifice numbers and 
ensure that all the lambs born have a fair chance and 
plenty of feed when they start to pick for themselves.— 
The Times. 


N.V.M.A. Staff at Maidenhead.—The President, 
N.V.M.A., and Mrs. P. J. Simpson were the hosts of the 
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N.V.M.A. permanent staff and their ladies at their charm- 
ing home, ‘ Shirley,’’ Castle Hill, Maidenhead, on 
Sunday last, when a welcome break in the unseasonable 
weather facilitated the enjoyment of a delightful visit. 
The pleasure of the hospitable kindliness with which the 
company were entertained at ‘* Shirley *’ was enhanced by 
an afternoon's interlude of motor-driving through some 
of the most beautiful parts of Berks, Bucks and Oxon. 
Erratum.—-In our reproduction last week of Major D. S. 
Rabagliati’s paper on Bovine Tuberculosis (read before the 
17th Annual Congress of the National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, at Margate), on page 827, line 
27 of the second column, the words ‘ at less than five per 
cent.’’ occur, This should read ‘* at less than 0-5 per cent.”’ 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents, 


Black Gut.” 
To tHe Epiror or THe Vererinary Recorp. 

Sir,--Workers on Poultry Pathology will be indebted to 
Anthony and his colleagues for the excellent account of 
their investigations into the nature of “* Black Gut "* as 
printed in last week's Veterinary Record. 

An apparently similar pigmentation is commonly met 
with in poultry of all ages. On first opening the carcass 
a blue-grey appearance of the intestines may be noted, and 
the contents of the small intestines, particularly the first 
portion of the duodenum, are dark, inky-black tinted. 
Similar pigmentation of the villi, which cannot be removed 
by scraping, is noted, The pigmentation appears less 
intense in many cases towards the cwcum, and, contrary 
to the findings of Anthony and collaborators, is most 
intense in the duodenum. If this deposition of black pig- 
ment is sitvilar to that described by Anthony we have 
apparently the exeretion of iron by the duodenum, which 
is therefore different from what is seen in mammals. 

The pigmentation is as common in week-old chickens as 
in adult hens, and appears as minute, dark-grey spots 
affecting any part of the mucosa of the alimentary tract 
from the proventriculus to the cloaca, It may also appear 
in a generalised form affecting the peritoneal covering of 
the intestines, air sacs, kidneys, oviduct, ete, If this 
condition is pathological, which Anthony and his colleagues 
suggest may perhaps be the case, we have in the domestic 
fowl a subject frequently affected, It would be interesting 
to confirm the ferrous sulphide nature of the pigmentation 
in poultry, 


W. P. Briowunrt. 
31 Walbrook Road, Derby. 


R.S.P.C.A. v. Bridgwater Veterinary Surgeon. 
To tHe Epiror or Tuk Recorp, 

Sir,—I am sure the profession will be grateful to 
Professor Hobday for his letter in the Record of July 25th, 
but surely if there were any concrete facts relating to the 
above case not mentioned in the press reports it is up to 
anyone cognisant with these facts to publish them. 

As the matter stands now a very grave doubt exists in 
the public mind, as the Chairman of the Bench and three 
veterinary surgeons in the witness box gave one the im- 
pression that they thought there was some justification for 
bringing the action. ‘To quote part of the report in the 
Veterinary Record of July 27th: ** The Bench have given 
this matter very careful consideration and regard the 
officials of the Society as fully justified in bringing the 
charge. On the whole of the evidence there is not sufficient 
ground for a conviction.”’ One will note the remark ‘fully 
justified.’’ Contrary to Mr. Bloxsome’s statement, I think 
one will find, as a rule, that the Bench invariably allows 


the defendant costs if the charge against him or her is 
trivial and ill-founded. 

We should all, no doubt, be of the same mind as Professor 
Hobday and Mr. Bloxsome if we had some conclusive 
proof that the charge against the defendant in this case 
was entirely without foundation; therefore, if any gentle- 
man can supply this proof he will be doing the profession 
a service, It is absurd to be merely arrogant and state 
that a lay body has no right to bring an action against « 
veterinary surgeon. 

Yours faithfully, 
Axminster, H. Macponarp. 
Devon. 
August 1st, 1931. 


lodoform as a Genital Antiseptic. 


To tHe Epitor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,--The report in the Veterinary Record of August 
8th, of Mr. O. Stinson’s paper on Bovine Practice is full 
of sound practical matter, but with regard to the use of 
iodoform as an antiseptic for the vagina and uterus, it is 
not perhaps quite clear how the considerable quantity 
necessary is applied. My own method, which may be 
somewhat similar to Mr. Stinson’s, has been to enclose 
the iodoform in a gelatine capsule, made in two parts as 
used for horse balls. The capsule, when placed in the 
vagina or the uterus, is pushed open with the fingers and 
the iodoform is freed without waiting for the dissolution 
of the gelatine, This opening is much facilitated by 
smearing the open ends of the capsule with vaseline before 
it is closed. 

lodoform is, I believe, the most valuable of antisepties 
for the uterus—also in mares, where the method of appli- 
cation in a capsule is the most effective of which I know, 
and I fully agree with Mr. Stinson that the cost of the 
iodoform is money well spent. 

lodoform used in quantity in such cases in cows or 
mares, without any container, is probably apt to affect 
other milk, as no doubt when used freely it scents every- 
body and everything concerned, 

Yours faithfully, 
Henry C. 


August 8th, 1931. 


Bovine Practice, 


To tHe Eprror or Thr Verertnary REcorp. 


Sir,—May I be allowed to correct the most important 
items only of the report in last week’s Record of a meeting 
at which I was present on April 24th, 1931, and which 
was reported by a lay reporter. Also I beg to apologise 
to the Secretary of the Yorkshire Division for not duly 
correcting the report when sent to me for that purpose. 

1. Slinging of a Cow in Obstetrics was meant to convey 
the slinging up from the hocks with ‘ pulleys ” attached 
to a beam. 

2. Choking.—A\t the end of the paragraph o« choking 
it should read that the trocar and canula should be used 
and the canula left in situ until the obstruction teaches the 
stomach on its own—perhaps 12-24 hours. 

3. Johne’s Disease —It was stated that Johnin control 
was used for comparison: in answer to a question it was 
said that Sheather’s Johnin was used. 

4. Calcium and Milk Fever.—Reference was made to a 
presidential address delivered by Mr. Hudson, and_ the 
fact that its value in prophylaxis was not then considered, 
was mentioned. The case reported in the same paragraph 
(one of many) was such an one: 200 to 300 cases should 
read 200-300 injections. 

5. Epidural Anwsthesia.—Parcaine (now known as 
Parsetic) was the anzesthetic mentioned. 

Yours faithfully, 
** Charnwood,” Oscar Stinson, 
Appleby, 
Westmorland, 
August 10th, 1931, 
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